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This compilation of material from the Millerite history 
is meant to tell the message of the first, second and 
third angelsô messages, as given in the judgment hour 
cry, in the words of those who gave that message. It is 
our belief that every Seventh-day Adventist would do 
well to study these messages. We believe that these 
messages constitute the foundation of our faith. Sister 
White stresses an importance upon the reception and 
placement of these messages that has often been lightly 
regarded.  
      
     ñI saw a company who stood well guarded and firm, 
giving no countenance to those who would unsettle the 
established faith of the body. God looked upon them 
with approbation. I was shown three stepsðthe first, 
second, and third angelsô messages. Said my accom-
panying angel, ñWoe to him who shall move a block 
or stir a pin of these messages. The true under-
standing of these messages is of vital importance. 
The destiny of souls hangs upon the manner in 
which they are received.ò I was again brought down 
through these messages, and saw how dearly the peo-
ple of God had purchased their experience. It had been 
obtained through much suffering and severe conflict. 
God had led them along step by step, until He had 
placed them upon a solid, immovable platform. I saw 
individuals approach the platform and examine the 
foundation. Some with rejoicing immediately stepped 
upon it. Others commenced to find fault with the foun-
dation. They wished improvements made, and then the 
platform would be more perfect, and the people much 
happier. Some stepped off the platform to examine it 
and declared it to be laid wrong. But I saw that nearly 
all stood firm upon the platform and exhorted those 
who had stepped off to cease their complaints; for God 
was the Master Builder, and they were fighting against 
Him. They recounted the wonderful work of God, 
which had led them to the firm platform, and in union 
raised their eyes to heaven and with a loud voice glori-
fied God. This affected some of those who had com-
plained and left the platform, and they with humble 
look again stepped upon it. 
     ñI was pointed back to the proclamation of the first 
advent of Christ. John was sent in the spirit and power 
of Elijah to prepare the way of Jesus. Those who re-
jected the testimony of John were not benefited by the 
teachings of Jesus. Their opposition to the message that 
foretold His coming placed them where they could not 
readily receive the strongest evidence that He was the 
Messiah. Satan led on those who rejected the message 
of John to go still farther, to reject and crucify Christ. 
In doing this they placed themselves where they could 
not receive the blessing on the day of Pentecost, which 
would have taught them the way into the heavenly 
sanctuary. The rending of the veil of the temple 
showed that the Jewish sacrifices and ordinances 
would no longer be received. The great Sacrifice had 

been offered and had been accepted, and the Holy Spir-
it which descended on the day of Pentecost carried the 
minds of the disciples from the earthly sanctuary to the 
heavenly, where Jesus had entered by His own blood, 
to shed upon His disciples the benefits of His atone-
ment. But the Jews were left in total darkness. They 
lost all the light which they might have had upon the 
plan of salvation, and still trusted in their useless sacri-
fices and offerings. The heavenly sanctuary had taken 
the place of the earthly, yet they had no knowledge of 
the change. Therefore they could not be benefited by 
the mediation of Christ in the holy place. 
     ñMany look with horror at the course of the Jews in 
rejecting and crucifying Christ; and as they read the 
history of His shameful abuse, they think they love 
Him, and would not have denied Him as did Peter, or 
crucified Him as did the Jews. But God who reads the 
hearts of all, has brought to the test that love for Jesus 
which they professed to feel. All heaven watched with 
the deepest interest the reception of the first angel's 
message. But many who professed to love Jesus, and 
who shed tears as they read the story of the cross, de-
rided the good news of His coming. Instead of receiv-
ing the message with gladness, they declared it to be a 
delusion. They hated those who loved His appearing 
and shut them out of the churches. Those who rejected 
the first message could not be benefited by the sec-
ond; neither were they benefited by the midnight 
cry, which was to prepare them to enter with Jesus 
by faith into the most holy place of the heavenly 
sanctuary. And by rejecting the two former messag-
es, they have so darkened their understanding that 
they can see no light in the third angel's message, 
which shows the way into the most holy place. I saw 
that as the Jews crucified Jesus, so the nominal church-
es had crucified these messages, and therefore they 
have no knowledge of the way into the most holy, and 
they cannot be benefited by the intercession of Jesus 
there. Like the Jews, who offered their useless sacrific-
es, they offer up their useless prayers to the apartment 
which Jesus has left; and Satan, pleased with the de-
ception, assumes a religious character, and leads the 
minds of these professed Christians to himself, work-
ing with his power, his signs and lying wonders, to 
fasten them in his snare. Some he deceives in one way, 
and some in another. He has different delusions pre-
pared to affect different minds. Some look with horror 
upon one deception, while they readily receive another. 
Satan deceives some with Spiritualism. He also comes 
as an angel of light and spreads his influence over the 
land by means of false reformations. The churches are 
elated, and consider that God is working marvelously 
for them, when it is the work of another spirit. The 
excitement will die away and leave the world and the 
church in a worse condition than before. 
     ñI saw that God has honest children among the 
nominal Adventists and the fallen churches, and before 
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the plagues shall be poured out, ministers and people 
will be called out from these churches and will gladly 
receive the truth. Satan knows this; and before the 
loud cry of the third angel is given, he raises an excite-
ment in these religious bodies, that those who have 
rejected the truth may think that God is with them. He 
hopes to deceive the honest and lead them to think that 
God is still working for the churches. But the light will 
shine, and all who are honest will leave the fallen 
churches, and take their stand with the remnant.ò Ear-
ly Writings, 258-261. 
 
We believe that we are repeating the history of the 
Millerites ï that the first second and third angelsô mes-
sages are being given once again, but with the added 
empowerment of the angel of Revelation 18. 
     
     ñThe mighty angel who instructed John was no less 
a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting His right foot 
on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the 
part which He is acting in the closing scenes of the 
great controversy with Satan. This position denotes 
His supreme power and authority over the whole 
earth. The controversy had waxed stronger and more 
determined from age to age, and will continue to do 
so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly work-
ing of the powers of darkness shall reach their height. 
Satan, united with evil men, will deceive the whole 
world and the churches who receive not the love of the 
truth. But the mighty angel demands attention. He 
cries with a loud voice. He is to show the power and 
authority of His voice to those who have united with 
Satan to oppose the truth.  
     ñAfter these seven thunders uttered their voices, the 
injunction comes to John as to Daniel in regard to the 
little book: ñSeal up those things which the seven 
thunders uttered.ò These relate to future events which 
will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in 
his lot at the end of the days. John sees the little book 
unsealed. Then Daniel's prophecies have their proper 
place in the first, second, and third angelsô messages 
to be given to the world. The unsealing of the little 
book was the message in relation to time. 
     ñThe books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. 
One is a prophecy, the other a revelation; one a book 
sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mys-
teries which the thunders uttered, but he was com-
manded not to write them. 
     ñThe special light given to John which was ex-
pressed in the seven thunders was a delineation of 
events which would transpire under the first and sec-
ond angelsô messages. It was not best for the people to 
know these things, for their faith must necessarily be 
tested. In the order of God most wonderful and ad-
vanced truths would be proclaimed. The first and sec-
ond angelsô messages were to be proclaimed, but no 
further light was to be revealed before these messages 
had done their specific work. This is represented by 
the angel standing with one foot on the sea, proclaim-

ing with a most solemn oath that time should be no 
longer. 
     ñThis time, which the angel declares with a solemn 
oath, is not the end of this world's history, neither of 
probationary time, but of prophetic time, which should 
precede the advent of our Lord. That is, the people will 
not have another message upon definite time. After this 
period of time, reaching from 1842 to 1844, there can 
be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The long-
est reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844. 
     ñThe angel's position, with one foot on the sea, the 
other on the land, signifies the wide extent of the proc-
lamation of the message. It will cross the broad waters 
and be proclaimed in other countries, even to all the 
world. The comprehension of truth, the glad reception 
of the message, is represented in the eating of the little 
book. The truth in regard to the time of the advent of 
our Lord was a precious message to our souls.ò  7 Bible 
Commentary 971. 
 
She gives further warnings, regarding the moving of 
this foundation.  
 
     ñThe warning has come: Nothing is to be allowed 
to come in that will disturb the foundation of the 
faith upon which we have been building ever since 
the message came in 1842, 1843, and 1844. I was in 
this message, and ever since I have been standing be-
fore the world, true to the light that God has given us. 
We do not propose to take our feet off the platform on 
which they were placed as day by day we sought the 
Lord with earnest prayer, seeking for light. Do you 
think that I could give up the light that God has given 
me? It is to be as the Rock of Ages. It has been guiding 
me ever since it was given. Brethren and sisters, God 
lives and reigns and works today. His hand is on the 
wheel, and in His providence He is turning the wheel 
in accordance with His own will. Let not men fasten 
themselves to documents, saying what they will do and 
what they will not do. Let them fasten themselves to 
the Lord God of heaven. Then the light of heaven will 
shine into the soul-temple, and we shall see the salva-
tion of God.ò General Conference Bulletin, April 6, 
1903, Art. A, par. 35. 
 
     It is our hope that in the consideration of this warn-
ing from the Spirit of Prophecy, those who take up this 
book will find a blessing in the understanding of its 
contents. 
 
The Publishers 
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     The prophecy of the first angel's message, brought 

to view in Revelation 14, found its fulfilment in the 

Advent movement of 1840-1844. In both Europe and 

America, men of faith and prayer were deeply moved 

as their attention was called to the prophecies, and, 

tracing down the inspired record, they saw convincing 

evidence that the end of all things was at hand. The 

Spirit of God urged his servants, to give the warning. 

Far and wide spread the message of the everlasting 

gospel, "Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour 

of his Judgment is come." [REV. 14:7.]  

     Wherever missionaries had penetrated, were sent the 

glad tidings of Christ's speedy return. In different lands 

were found isolated bodies of Christians, who, solely 

by the study of the Scriptures, had arrived at the belief 

that the Saviour's advent was near. In some portions of 

Europe, where the laws were so oppressive as to forbid 

the preaching of the Advent doctrine, little children 

were impelled to declare it, and many listened to the 

solemn warning.   

     To Wm. Miller and his co-laborers it was given to 

preach the message in America, and the light kindled 

by their labors shone out to distant lands. The testimo-

ny of the Scriptures pointing to the coming of Christ in 

1843, awakened wide-spread interest. Many were con-

vinced that the arguments from the prophetic periods 

were correct, and, sacrificing their pride of opinion, 

they joyfully received the truth. Some ministers laid 

aside their sectarian views and feelings, left their sala-

ries and their churches, and united in proclaiming the 

coming of Jesus. There were but few ministers, howev-

er, who would accept this message; therefore it was 

largely committed to humble laymen. Farmers left their 

fields, mechanics their tools, traders their merchandise, 

professional men their positions; and yet the number of 

workers was small in comparison with the work to be 

accomplished. The condition of an ungodly church and 

a world lying in wickedness burdened the souls of the 

true watchmen, and they willingly endured toil, priva-

tion, and suffering that they might call men to repent-

ance unto salvation. Though opposed by Satan, the 

work went steadily forward, and the Advent truth was 

accepted by many thousands.   

     Everywhere was heard the searching testimony 

warning sinners, both worldlings and church-members, 

to flee from the wrath to come. Like John the Baptist, 

the forerunner of Christ, the preachers laid the axe at 

the root of the tree, and urged all to bring forth fruit 
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meet for repentance. Their stirring appeals were in 

marked contrast to the assurances of peace and safety 

that were heard from popular pulpits; and wherever the 

message was given, it moved the people. The simple, 

direct testimony of the Scriptures, set home by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, brought a weight of convic-

tion which few were able wholly to resist. Professors of 

religion were roused from their false security. They 

saw their backslidings, their worldliness and unbelief, 

their pride and selfishness. Many sought the Lord with 

repentance and humiliation. The affections that had so 

long clung to earthly things they now fixed upon Heav-

en. The Spirit of God rested upon them, and with hearts 

softened and subdued they joined to sound the cry, 

"Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his 

Judgment is come."  

     Sinners inquired with weeping, "What must I do to 

be saved?" Those whose lives had been marked with 

dishonesty were anxious to make restitution. All who 

found peace in Christ longed to see others share the 

blessing. The hearts of parents were turned to their 

children, and the hearts of children to their parents. The 

barriers of pride and reserve were swept away. Heart-

felt confessions were made, and the members of the 

household labored for the salvation of those who were 

nearest and dearest. Often was heard the sound of ear-

nest intercession. Everywhere were souls in deep an-

guish, pleading with God. Many wrestled all night in 

prayer for the assurance that their own sins were par-

doned, or for the conversion of their relatives or neigh-

bors. That earnest, determined faith gained its object. 

Had the people of God continued to be thus importu-

nate in prayer, pressing their petitions at the mercy-

seat, they would be in possession of a far richer experi-

ence than they now have. There is too little prayer, too 

little real conviction of sin; and the lack of living faith 

leaves many destitute of the grace so richly provided by 

our gracious Redeemer.  

     All classes flocked to the Adventist meetings. Rich 

and poor, high and low, were, from various causes, 

anxious to hear for themselves the doctrine of the sec-

ond advent. The Lord held the spirit of opposition in 

check while his servants explained the reasons of their 

faith. Sometimes the instrument was feeble; but the 

Spirit of God gave power to his truth. The presence of 

holy angels was felt in these assemblies, and many 

were daily added to the believers. As the evidences of 

Christ's soon coming were repeated, vast crowds lis-
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tened in breathless silence to the solemn words. Heaven 

and earth seemed to approach each other. The power of 

God would be felt upon old and young and middle-

aged. Men sought their homes with praises upon their 

lips, and the glad sound rang out upon the still night air. 

None who attended those meetings can ever forget 

those scenes of deepest interest.  

     The proclamation of a definite time for Christ's 

coming called forth great opposition from many of all 

classes, from the minister in the pulpit down to the 

most reckless, Heaven-daring sinner. "No man knoweth 

the day nor the hour!" was heard alike from the hypo-

critical minister and the bold scoffer. They closed their 

ears to the clear and harmonious explanation of the text 

by those who were pointing to the close of the prophet-

ic periods and to the signs which Christ himself had 

foretold as tokens of his advent. Many who professed 

to love the Saviour, declared that they had no opposi-

tion to the preaching of his coming; they merely object-

ed to the definite time. God's all-seeing eye read their 

hearts. They did not wish to hear of Christ's coming to 

judge the world in righteousness. They had been un-

faithful servants, their works would not bear the inspec-

tion of the heart-searching God, and they feared to 

meet their Lord. Like the Jews at the time of Christ's 

first advent, they were not prepared to welcome Jesus. 

Satan and his angels exulted and flung the taunt in the 

face of Christ and holy angels, that his professed peo-

ple had so little love for him that they did not desire his 

appearing.   

     Unfaithful watchmen hindered the progress of the 

work of God. As the people were roused, and began to 

inquire the way of salvation, these leaders stepped in 

between them and the truth, seeking to quiet their fears 

by falsely interpreting the word of God. In this work, 

Satan and unconsecrated ministers united, crying, 

Peace, peace, when God had not spoken peace. Like 

the Pharisees in Christ's day, many refused to enter the 

kingdom of Heaven themselves, and those who were 

entering in, they hindered. The blood of these souls will 

be required at their hand.   

     Wherever the message of truth was proclaimed, the 

most humble and devoted in the churches were the first 

to receive it. Those who studied the Bible for them-

selves could not but see the unscriptural character of 

the popular views of prophecy, and wherever the peo-

ple were not deceived by the efforts of the clergy to 

misstate and pervert the faith, wherever they would 

search the word of God for themselves, the Advent 

doctrine needed only to be compared with the Scrip-

tures to establish its divine authority.  

     Many were persecuted by their unbelieving breth-

ren. In order to retain their position in the church, some 

consented to be silent in regard to their hope; but others 

felt that loyalty to God forbade them thus to hide the 

truths which he had committed to their trust. Not a few 

were cut off from the fellowship of the church for no 

other reason than expressing their belief in the coming 

of Christ. Very precious to those who bore the trial of 

their faith were the words of the prophet, "Your breth-

ren that hated you, that cast you out for my name's 

sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified. But he shall ap-

pear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed." [ISA. 

66:5.] 

      Angels of God were watching with the deepest in-

terest the result of the warning. When the churches as a 

body rejected the message, angels turned away from 

them in sadness. Yet there were in the churches many 

who had not yet been tested in regard to the Advent 

truth. Many were deceived by husbands, wives, par-

ents, or children, and were made to believe it a sin even 

to listen to such heresies as were taught by the Advent-

ists. Angels were bidden to keep faithful watch over 

these souls; for another light was yet to shine upon 

them from the throne of God.  

     With unspeakable desire those who had received the 

message watched for the coming of their Saviour. The 

time when they expected to meet him was at hand. 

They approached this hour with a calm solemnity. They 

rested in sweet communion with God, an earnest of the 

peace that was to be theirs in the bright hereafter. None 

who experienced this hope and trust can forget those 

precious hours of waiting. Worldly business was for the 

most part laid aside for a few weeks. Believers careful-

ly examined every thought and emotion of their hearts 

as if upon their death-beds and in a few hours to close 

their eyes upon earthly scenes. There was no making of 

"ascension robes;" but all felt the need of internal evi-

dence that they were prepared to meet the Saviour; 

their white robes were purity of soul,--characters 

cleansed from sin by the atoning blood of Christ.   

     God designed to prove his people. His hand covered 

a mistake in the reckoning of the prophetic periods. 

Adventists did not discover the error, nor was it discov-

ered by the most learned of their opponents. The latter 

said, "Your reckoning of the prophetic periods is cor-

rect. Some great event is about to take place; but it is 

not what Mr. Miller predicts; it is the conversion of the 

world, and not the second advent of Christ."        

     The time of expectation passed, and Christ did not 

appear for the deliverance of his people. Those who 

with sincere faith and love had looked for their Sav-

iour, experienced a bitter disappointment. Yet the Lord 

had accomplished his purpose: he had tested the hearts 
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of those who professed to be waiting for his appearing. 

There were among them many who had been actuated 

by no higher motive than fear. Their profession of faith 

had not affected their hearts or their lives. When the 

expected event failed to take place, these persons de-

clared that they were not disappointed; they had never 

believed that Christ would come. They were among the 

first to ridicule the sorrow of the true believers.   

     But Jesus and all the heavenly host looked with love 

and sympathy upon the tried and faithful yet disap-

pointed ones. Could the vail separating the visible from 

the invisible world have been swept back, angels 

would have been seen drawing near to these steadfast 

souls, and shielding them from the shafts of Satan.  
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     The time has now come for me to say something 
respecting myself and my respected colleagues, in con-
nection with the cause we advocate. During the three 
last years I have given my special attention to the sub-
ject of Christ's second coming in the clouds of heaven, 
as being near at hand. I am fully persuaded of the truth 
of the theory respecting it, as advocated in this paper. I 
will here say once for all, that I am confirmed in the 
doctrine of Christ's personal descent to this earth, to 
destroy the wicked, and glorify; the righteous, some 
time in the year 1843. This is not the place to give my 
reasons. These I shall give in their proper place. My 
design in this article is only to make a brief statement 
of facts, and of the course we intend hereafter to pur-
sue.  
     From my first knowledge of the doctrine of Christ's 
Second Coming being at the door, I have felt it to be 
my duty to make proclamation of it to the greatest pos-
sible extent. If it was true, (which as already stated 
above, I believed) then the church and the world ought 
to know it. The time being short, what was done, was 
to be done quickly. Our first object was to start a news-
paper, which should be exclusively devoted to the ex-
position of the Word of God, relating to the Second 
Advent, and the events connected with it. This, by the 
blessing of God, has been sustained and widely dissem-
inated.  
     Another mode of disseminating these views, was by 
publishing Mr. Miller's works on the Prophecies. These 
have produced an immense influence. Besides these, 
the works of Brethren Litch, Fitch, Cox, and others, 
have been published, with various; Tracts, all of which 
have been very widely scattered. Most of these works 
have been sent to all the Missionary stations that we 
know of on the globe. They have been sent also to 
many parts of Europe, Asia, Africa, as also to the Is-
lands of the Ocean. In this country they have been scat-
tered profusely.  
     Another way of publishing these sentiments to the 
world has been by public lectures. Arrangements were 
early made to visit the principal towns and cities in the 
Union, and give full courses of lectures on the subject. 
Mr. Miller, who has spent the last ten years in lecturing 
on this subject, and to whom, under God, we are in-
debted for much of the light we have upon it, was invit-
ed to lecture in these places. He did so without com-
pensation, except his friends contributed to defray his 
expenses These lectures, with brother Litch and others, 
in connection with our General Conferences and late 
Camp-meetings, have stirred up the entire community 
to look at this subject; thousands of whom, by the ex-
amination of the Scriptures, have embraced the doc-
trine. Thousands of sinners have been converted.   
 

T  G  M  O  T  C 
     They at first treated the subject as a visionary one; 

and with general contempt. So also the church. The 
world of course, unprepared for the judgment, were 
willing to hide themselves in the folds of the church, 
and scoff at the idea of the judgment being high!  
 

T  T  H  C 
      The world is alarmed. The church is waked up from 
her dreamy slumbers. The ministry are aroused; some 
of whom are embracing the truth, and others defending 
the traditions of the past--saying My Lord delayeth his 
coming."   
 

T  C  H  N  C 
      The opposition have at length begun to put forth 
their energies to crush the advocates of the midnight 
cry, and to hush the voice of alarm to the slumbering 
virgins.  
     The opposition now comes from high places, as well 
as low. We quote one example. It comes from the high 
place of Orthodoxy in New England. It is ominous.  
     Professor Stuart, in a recent work entitled "Hints on 
the Interpretation of Prophesy," thus exposes himself in 
his preface in relation to this movement:--"It is time for 
the churches in reference to the matters now before us 
to seek some refuge from the tumultuous ocean on 
which they have of late been tossed." Accordingly, the 
attacks are now made upon us in almost every pulpit 
and newspaper under their control. Other sects follow. 
For though they, be divided among themselves, they 
are united in opposing us. The means resorted to are 
various. Some give false interpretations of the prophe-
cies, so as to prove the doctrine of "peace and safety." 
Others denounce and slander us and our views.  
     In this work of opposition we find a strange medley 
of Orthodox and Universalist,--Apostates, Deists, Athe-
ists, and professed Christians, of different denomina-
tions, all uniting in the cry of "peace and safety" to the 
church and world," when sudden destruction is coming 
upon them."  
     We are exceedingly blamed, censured, judged and 
condemned, shut out of most pulpits--cut off from a 
fair hearing in the public journals of the day, which, by 
the way, are very ready to publish all they can find 
prejudicial to us or the doctrine we preach.  
     Under these circumstances it has been suggested 
that with the mass of the clergy and church against us, 
we ought to hesitate and cease our operations. We 
ought to take it for granted we are wrong, confess our 
error, and set the public mind at rest. To this we reply, 
that we cannot give this matter up simply because the 
mass of the church and ministry are against us. They 
were against Christ and his apostles. Yet Christ and his 
apostles WERE RIGHT. Again: Their expositions of 
the Word of God are so dark, so unnatural, that we can-
not receive them as true. And as to the spirit of abuse 
and slander, which is exhibited towards us by a large 
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class of our opponents, we are sure it will never lead us 
to renounce the present glorious truths of light and 
love, we cherish, as "the faith once delivered to the 
saints."  
     We are left then to pursue our work. This will be our 
great concern--to finish the work that God in his provi-
dence has called us to do. We have nothing to fear from 
the frowns of our opponents; neither have we any rea-
son to fear their arguments, unless they can produce 
better ones than we have yet seen.  
 

W  I  O  W ? 
     It may be asked, what our work consists in?--We 
reply,  
     1. To expose the fabulous and soul-destroying doc-
trine of what is termed the temporal millennium. The 
promise of "peace and safety," a thousand years yet to 
come, before the Lord shall personally appear, a second 
time without sin unto salvation. We brand this doctrine 
as a fable--a deception a thing which is of recent origin, 
and therefore has no foundation in the Word of God.  
     2. To expose the doctrine of the literal and political 
return and establishment of the Jews in Palestine as a 
nation. This is rank Judaism. It has no foundation in the 
New Testament. In that covenant all are one in Christ, 
and "if we are Christ's, then are we Abraham's seed, 
and heirs according to the promise." The idea of the re-
establishment of the Jewish nation as an event to pre-
cede the coming of Christ, we can but regard as a strat-
agem of the devil, to blind both Jew and Gentile to the 
doctrine of Christ's speedy coming. As such we feel 
bound to treat it.  
     3. The notion of the world's conversion, is another 
false notion which blinds the minds of the church and 
the world to the speedy coming of Christ. "Christ can-
not come as yet, for a long time." Why not? "The world 
is to be converted." Thus all are lulled to sleep. Even 
the advocates of the world's conversion are dreaming 
over empty treasures, and singing the song of "hard 
times," while the emissaries of Anti-Christ, are wake-
ful, diligent, and indefatigable in the Jesuitical work of 
winning the nations to a corrupt religion. They have ten 
missionaries where the advocates of the world's conver-
sion have one, and as a general thing they are more 
efficient. They are "making war with the 
saints," (witness their efforts in the Sandwich Islands) 
and are "prevailing." The Missionary enterprise is of 
heaven, but the idea of the entire conquest of this world 
by human instrumentality, is of men. It originated in a 
spiritual ambition which has deceived the church, and 
blinded her eyes to the positive doctrine of her Lord, 
who assured her that the "wheat and tares should grow 
together till the harvest, and, that the harvest was the 
end of the world." And at his Second Coining, so far 
from all the world being converted, it should be as it 
was in the days of Noah and of Lot in Sodom. This 
done,  
 

W  I  O  D ? 
     The only answer we can give, is, to sound the 

"Midnight Cry." To show that nothing remains to be 
fulfilled in historical prophecy, but the coming of the 
Son of man in the clouds of heaven, to raise the right-
eous dead, and set up his everlasting kingdom. And to 
warn the church and the world, to prepare for this, as 
the next great event before us. The prophetic periods 
have nearly run out. The vials, the reals, the trumpets, 
and the signs of the times, all indicate the near ap-
proach of the coming of the Son of man, "even at the 
doors." 
     We shall, therefore, in connection with our respect-
ed colleagues, continue to lecture on this subject. We 
shall "sound the alarm in God's holy mountain!" We 
shall publish more extensively, and scatter our publica-
tions more profusely than ever. We shall hold public 
meetings, and by every effort in our power endeavor to 
arouse the world to prepare for the coming of the 
Bridegroom. More than this we cannot do; less, we 
dare not.  
It is sometimes said we are ignorant; let our opponents 
show it--at other times, we are fanatical; let them prove 
it--and again, we are heretical in sentiment; let them 
point it out--that we are not orthodox; let them show 
wherein. Finally, that we are not seeking the glory of 
God, but notoriety, etc. Well, God knoweth, and our 
works will prove what we are, in the great day. We 
shall not be detered from our work by such means. We 
shall be prepared to meet all these things, and keep 
about our work as though no "strange thing had hap-
pened."  
     We tell our opponents once for all, that the only way 
for them to stop this work, is to take the Bible and dis-
prove our theory, and give us one in return which is 
more clear, harmonious, and scriptural than that we 
now advocate. Till this is done, we shall keep about our 
work. We shall appeal to the people--the common peo-
ple--(with whom the truth always resides) they have, 
and they will still hear us.   
but what after all if you should be mistaken? 
     Well, if it will be of service to you, we will reason a 
little on this point. 1. If we are mistaken in the time, 
and the world still goes on after 1843, we shall have the 
satisfaction of having done our duty. Our publications 
are evangelical, they have, and now are producing the 
most salutary effect upon the church and the world. 
Our lectures and public meetings produce the same 
glorious results. Can we ever regret that souls were 
converted--that the virgins were awakened, and pre-
pared to meet their Lord? If then we are mistaken about 
the time, what harm can result to the church or world?  
 

T  T  O  O  R ; 
     1. It will make Infidels. If your calculations fail, the 
faith of the people will be shaken in the Bible. Let us 
look at this objection. Who will be made Infidels? Not 
our opponents, for they don't believe us It is all moon-
shine with them! Who then will be made Infidels? 
Surely none but Second Advent believers. Well, we 
will suppose a case to illustrate this matter. Believers in 
the Second Advent are students of prophecy. We have 
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fifty positive predictions in the Bible which have been 
literally fulfilled. In all we will suppose there were fifty
-one to be fulfilled. Fifty are already fulfilled, and have 
become matters of history. By these we know that the 
Bible is the word of God. This is settled forever. Well, 
in the course of time, certain members of the church, 
by reading the Bible, and by comparing Scripture with 
Scripture, come to the conclusion that the fifty-first 
event will take place in a given year: say 1843. No one 
it the mean time is able to disprove it, or show a better 
calculation. Well, we continue looking for the event 
until the time expires, and the last event does not take 
place as they had calculated. What will these believers 
do? They have 50 demonstrations of the truth of God's 
word, and they have ONE mistake of their own in a 
mere calculation. Let common sense decide whether 
we should reject our Bibles! Make Infidels!! It is a 
skeptical church that is making Infidels.   
     2. You will lose your influence. How so? Have we 
not done our duty to the church and the world? Have 
we not been honest? Have we not laid all upon the altar 
of God, and for his sake become as the off-scouring of 
all things that we might discharge our obligations to 
God and man. Shall we lose our influence for this? 
Who believes this?   
     3. But we shall laugh at you. On what account? Will 
it be for believing the Bible, and faithfully promulgat-
ing its truths as we understood them. Will it be for giv-
ing the clearest and strongest reasons for our faith? 
"But we did not believe your expositions." Neither did 
Deists, or Atheists! "Well we did not believe a word 
about it." Why not? Ans. Because you had not exam-
ined it--you knew nothing about, it! And you are going 
to laugh in 44,--at what! Why at your own ignorance 
and unbelief, of course. "Well, you cannot say that of 
our ministers? They will laugh at you, they did not be-
lieve it." Why did they not believe it? Did they not 
acknowledge that it was proved by the Bible? Did they 
not fail to give us a better and clearer view of the 
prophesies? What then will they have to laugh at? 
Plainly, 1. their unbelief in a theory proved by the Bi-
ble; and with all their boasted knowledge, their inabil-
ity to give a better one! All this they will have to laugh 

about in 1844. Wonderful! Wonderful!! 
 
B  W  A  A  I  W  S  B  R 

     1. What will become of that faithless and graceless 
minister who has been crying "peace and safety, when 
sudden destruction cometh"--"saying, My Lord delay-
eth his coming." "The Lord of that servant will come in 
a day when he looketh not for him, and cut him asunder 
and appoint him his portion with hypocrites and unbe-
lievers."  
     2. What will become of skeptical and backsliding 
members of the church? They must be cut off with the 
wicked. Yes, the entire throng of the fearful, and the 
unbelieving, will perish together in the day when the 
Son of God is "revealed from heaven, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on those who know not God, and 
obey not the gospel; when he shall come to be glorified 
in his saints, and admired by all them who believe." 
     O ye professed servants of God, awake, awake from 
your slumbers. Look into this subject; examine well, 
pray over it, and get the truth--be ready, for the Son of 
man is at the door. Charge your flocks to be ready, O 
let them not reproach you in the day of judgment as 
unfaithful watchmen, and the instruments of their dam-
nation! 
     O Christian professor, awake from your dreamy 
slumbers. Trim your lamp, provide oil in your vessel, 
for behold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet 
him.  
     O ye careless, ye unbelieving ones, turn to your Bi-
bles, read your duty and destiny. Do it now. Escape for 
thy life, tarry not, hesitate not. "PREPARE TO MEET 
THY GOD."    

Joshua V. Himes.    
Boston, July 25, 1842. 
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I.ðI believe Jesus Christ will come again to 
this earth. 
 

PROOF 
     John xiv. 3: And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.  
     Acts, i. 11: Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner, as ye have seen him go into heaven.  
     1 Thess. iv. 16: For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archan-
gel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first.  
     Rev. i. 7: Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so, Amen.   
 

II.ðI believe he will come in all the glory of 
his Father. 
 

PROOF 
     Math. xvi. 27: For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works.  
     Mark viii. 38: Whosoever therefore shall be 
ashamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of him also shall the Son of man 
be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father, 
with the holy angels.   
 

III.ðI also believe he will come in the clouds 
of heaven.  
 

PROOF 
     Math. xxiv. 30: And then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and great 
glory.  
     Mark xiii. 26: And then shall they see the Son of 
man coming in the clouds, with great power and glory, 
xiv. 62: And Jesus said, * * * ye shall see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven.   
     Daniel vii. 13: I saw in the night visions, and be-
hold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him.  
 

IV.ðI believe he will then receive his king-
dom, which will be eternal 

 

PROOF 
     Dan. vii. 14: And there was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an ever-
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom, that which shall not be destroyed.   
     Luke xix. 12, 15: He said therefore, A certain noble-
man went into a far country, to receive for himself a 
kingdom, and to return. And it came to pass, that when 
he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he 
commanded these servants to be called unto him, to 
whom he had given the money, that he might know 
how much every man had gained by trading.   
     2 Tim. iv. 1: I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom.   
 

V.ðI believe the saints will then possess the 
kingdom forever. 
 

PROOF 
     Dan. vii. 18, 22, and 27: But the saints of the Most 
High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom 
forever, even forever and ever. Until the Ancient of 
days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the 
Most High; and the time came that the saints possessed 
the kingdom. And the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall 
be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do-
minions shall serve and obey him.   
     Math xxv, 34: Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.  
     Luke xii. 32; xxii. 29: Fear not, little flock; for it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me.   
     1 Cor. ix. 25: And every man that striveth for the 
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.  
     2 Tim. iv. 8: Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing.   
     James, i. 12: Blessed is the man that endureth temp-
tation; for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love 
him.  
     1 Pet. v. 4: And when the chief Shepherd shall ap-
pear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away.  
 

VI.ðI believe at Christ's second coming the 
body of every departed saint will be raised, 
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like Christ's glorious body. 
 

PROOF 
     1 Cor. xv. 20, 23, 49: But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept. 
But every man in his own order; Christ the first fruits; 
afterwards they that are Christ's at his coming. And as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly.   
     1 John iii. 2: Beloved, now are we the sons of God; 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is.   
      

VIIðI believe that the righteous who are liv-
ing on the earth when he comes, will be 
changed from mortal to immortal bodies, and 
with them who are raised from the dead, will 
be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so be forever with the Lord.  
 

PROOF 
     1 Cor. xv. 51--53: Behold, I show you a mystery: 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.   
     Philip. iii. 20, 21: For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Je-
sus Christ; who shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to 
the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.   
     1 Thess. iv. 14--17: For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive, and re-
main unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent 
them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall de-
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and re-
main, shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.   
 

VIII.ðI believe the saints will then be pre-
sented to God blameless, without spot or 
wrinkle, in love. 
 

PROOF 
     2 Cor. iv. 14: Knowing that he which raised up the 
Lord Jesus, shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall 
present us with you.   
     Eph. v. 27: That he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 

such thing; but that it should be holy and without blem-
ish.  
     Col. i. 22: In the body of his flesh through death, to 
present you holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable 
in his sight.  
     Jude, 24: Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy.   
     1 Thess. iii. 13: To the end he may establish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all 
his saints.  
     1 Cor. i. 7, 8: So that ye come behind in no gift; 
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: who 
shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

XI.ðI believe when Christ comes the second 
time, he will come to finish the controversy of 
Zion, to deliver his children from all bondage, 
to conquer their last enemy, and to deliver 
them from the power of the tempter, which is 
the devil. 

 
PROOF 

     Deut. xxv. 1: If there be a controversy between 
men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges 
may judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, 
and condemn the wicked.   
     Isa. xxxiv. 8; xl. 2, 5; xli. 10 to 12: For it is the day 
of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompenses 
for the controversy of Zion. Speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accom-
plished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath re-
ceived of the Lord's hand double for all her sins. And 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dis-
mayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I 
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness. Behold, all they that were 
incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confound-
ed; they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with 
thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not 
find them, even them that contended with thee; they 
that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing 
of naught.   
     Rom. viii. 21 to 23: Because the creature itself also 
shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation groaneth, and travaileth 
in pain together until now; and not only they, but our-
selves also, which have the first-fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  
     Heb. ii. 13 to 15: And again, I will put my trust in 
him. And again, Behold I and the children which God 
hath given me. Forasmuch then as the children are par-
takers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
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part of the same; that through death he might destroy 
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
life time subject to bondage.   
     1 Cor. xv. 54, 26: So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.   
     Rev. xx. 1 to 6: And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit, and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that 
old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound 
him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless 
pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he 
should deceive the nations no more till the thousand 
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season. And I saw thrones, and they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I 
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the wit-
ness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou-
sand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until 
the thousand years were finished. This is the first resur-
rection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection; on such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God, and of Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years.   
 

X.ðI believe that when Christ comes He will 
destroy the bodies of the living wicked by fire, 
as those of the old world were destroyed by 
water, and shut up their souls in the pit of wo, 
until their resurrection unto damnation 
 

PROOF 
     Ps. 1. 3; xcvii. 3; Our God shall come, and shall not 
keep silence; a fire shall devour before him, and it shall 
be very tempestuous round about him. A fire goeth be-
fore him, and burneth up his enemies round about.  
     Isa. lxvi. 15, 16: For behold, the Lord will come with 
fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his 
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For 
by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with all 
flesh; and the slain of the Lord shall be many.  
     Dan. vii. 10: A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto 
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.  
     Mal. iv. 1: For behold, the day cometh, that shall 
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall 
burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch.   
     Math. iii. 12: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will 
thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 
garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 

fire. Math. xiii. 41 to 42; 49,50: The Son of man shall 
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniq-
uity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire; there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. So shall it be at 
the end of the world; the angels shall come forth, and 
sever the wicked from among the just, and shall cast 
them into the furnace of fire; there shall be walling and 
gnashing of teeth.   
     1 Cor. iii. 13: Every man's work shall be made mani-
fest; for the day shall declare it, because it shall be re-
vealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work, of 
what sort it is.   
     1. Thess. v. 2, 3: For yourselves know perfectly, that 
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden de-
struction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child; and they shall not escape.  
     2. Thess. i. 7 to 9: And to you who are troubled, rest 
with us; when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.  
     1 Pet. i. 7: That the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise, and honor, 
and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ.   
     2 Pet. iii. 7, 10: But the heavens and the earth which 
are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men. But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also; and the works that are 
therein, shall be burned up.   
     Isa. xxiv. 21, 22: And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that the Lord shall punish the host of the high ones 
that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the 
earth. And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners 
are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, 
and after many days shall they be visited.  
     Jude, 6, 7; 14, 15: And the angels which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own habitation, he I hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness, unto the 
judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom and Gomor-
rah, and the cities about them in like manner, giving 
themselves over to fornication, and going after strange 
flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the venge-
ance of eternal fire. And Enoch also, the seventh from 
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judg-
ment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them, of all their ungodly deeds, which they 
have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.  
     Rev. xx. 3, 13, 14, 15: And cast him into the bottom-
less pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that 
he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand 
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years should be fulfilled; and after that he must be 
loosed a little season. And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them; and they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death and hell were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire.   
     John v. 29: And shall come forth; they have done 
good unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.   
     Acts, xxiv. 15: And have hope toward God, which 
they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resur-
rection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.  
 

XI.ðI believe, when the earth is cleansed by 
fire, that Christ and his saints will then take 
possession of the earth, and dwell therein for-
ever. Then the kingdom will be given to the 
saints. 
 

PROOF 
     Psa. xxxvii. 9 to 11, 22, 28, 29, 34: "For evil doers 
shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the Lord, they 
shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and the 
wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider 
his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit 
the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance 
of peace. For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the 
earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off. For 
the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; 
they are preserved forever: but the seed of the wicked 
shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land, and 
dwell therein forever. Wait on the Lord, and keep his 
way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the 
wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it."  
Prov. ii. 21 to 22; x. 30: For the upright shall dwell in 
the land, and the perfect shall remain in it. But the wick-
ed shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors 
shall be rooted out of it. The righteous shall never be 
removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth. 
     Isa. lx. 21: Thy people also shall be all righteous: 
they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of my 
planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.  
Math. v. 5: Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit 
the earth.  
     Rev. v. 10: And hast made us unto our God kings and 
priests: and we shall reign on the earth.   
 

XII.ðI believe the time is appointed of God 
when these things I shall be accomplished. 
 

PROOF 
     Acts. xvii. 31: Because he hath appointed a day, in 
the which he will judge the world in righteousness, by 
that man whom he hath ordained: whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead.  
     Job. vii. 1; xiv. 14: Is there not an appointed time to 

man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of a 
hireling? If a man die, shall he live again? all the days 
of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.  
     Psa. lxxxi, 3: Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, 
in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.  
     Isa. xl. 2: Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and 
cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's 
hand double for all her sins. (See margin.)   
     Dan. viii. 19; x. 1; xi. 35: And he said, Behold, I will 
make thee know what shall be in the last end of the in-
dignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be. In 
the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was re-
vealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshaz-
zar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was 
long: and he understood the thing, and had understand-
ing of the vision. And some of them of understanding 
shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them 
white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a 
time appointed.   
     Hab. ii. 3: For the vision is yet for an appointed time, 
but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, 
wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.  
     Acts. xvii. 26: And hath made of one blood all na-
tions of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
hath determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitations. See Gal. iv.   
 

XIII.ðI believe God has revealed the time 
 

PROOF 
Isa. xliv. 7, 8. xlv. 20, 21: And who, as I shall call, and 
shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I ap-
pointed the ancient people? and the things that are com-
ing, and shall come, let them show unto them. Assemble 
yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are 
escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set 
up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god 
that cannot save. Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, and 
let them take counsel together: who hath declared this 
from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have 
not I the Lord? and there is no God else besides me; a 
just God and a Savior; there is none besides me.   
     Dan. xii. 10: Many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of 
the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall under-
stand.  
     Amos iii. 7: Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but 
he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.  
     1 Thess. v. 4: But ye brethren are not in darkness, 
that that day should overtake you as a thief.   
 

XIV.ðI believe many who are professors and 
preachers will never believe or know the time 
until it comes upon them. 
 

PROOF 
     Jer. viii 7: Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her 
appointed times; and the turtle, and the crane, and swal-
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low, observe the time of their coming; but my people 
know not the judgment of the Lord.   
     Matt. xxiv. 50: The lord of that servant shall come in 
a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that 
he is not aware of.   
     Jer. xxv. 34,--37: Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and 
wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: 
for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions 
are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. 
And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the 
principal of the flock to escape. A voice of the cry of the 
shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the flock, 
shall be heard; for the Lord hath spoiled their pasture. 
And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of 
the fierce anger of the Lord.   
 

XV.ðI believe the wise, they who are to shine 
as the brightness of the firmament, Dan. xii. 3, 
will understand the time. 
 

PROOF 
     Ecc. viii. 5: Whoso keepeth the commandment shall 
feel no evil thing: and a wise man's heart discerneth both 
time and judgment.   
     Dan. xii. 10: Many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of 
the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall under-
stand.  
     Math. xxiv. 43 to 45; xxv. 4, 6 to the 10: But know 
this, that if the good man of the house had known in 
what watch the thief would come, he would have 
watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken 
up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of man cometh. Who then is a faithful 
and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over 
his household, to give them meat in due season? But the 
wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. And at 
midnight there was a cry made, Behold the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins 
arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said 
unto the wise, Give us of your oil: for our lamps are 
gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest 
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to 
them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they 
went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were 
ready, went in with him to the marriage: and the door 
was shut.   
     1 Thess. v. 4: But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, 
that that day should overtake you as a thief.   
     1 Pet, i. 9 to 13: Receiving the end of your faith, even 
the salvation of your souls. Of which salvation the 
prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who 
prophesied of the grace that should come unto you 
Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto 
themselves, but unto us they did minister the things 
which are now reported unto you, by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent 

down from heaven; which things the angels desire to 
look into. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ:  
 

XIV.ðI believe the time can be known by all 
who desire to understand and to be ready for 
his coming. And I am fully convinced that 
some time between March 21st, 1843, and 
March 21st, 1844, according to the Jewish 
mode of computation of time, Christ will 
come, and bring all his saints with him; and 
that then he will reward every man as his work 
shall be. 
 

PROOF 
     Math. xvi. 27: For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father, with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works.   
     Rev. xxii. 12: And behold, I come quickly; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be.  
     I. I prove it by the time given by Moses, in the 26th 
chapter of Leviticus, being seven times that the people 
of God are to be in bondage to the kingdoms of this 
world; or in Babylon, literal and mystical, which seven 
times cannot be understood less than seven times 360 
revolutions of the earth in its orbit, making 2520 years. I 
believe this began according to Jeremiah xv. 4, "And I 
will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the 
earth, because of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, for that which he did in Jerusalem," and Isa. vii. 
8, "For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of 
Damascus is Resin: and within three score and five years 
shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people," when 
Manasseh was carried captive to Babylon, and Israel 
was no more a nation. See chronology, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 
9, "So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem to err, and to do worse than the heathen, whom 
the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel," the 
677th year B. C. Then take 677 out of 2520, leaves A. 
D, 1843, when the punishment of the people of God will 
end. [See Miller's Lectures, page 251.]  
      II. It is proved typically by the year of release. See 
Deut. xv. 1, 2; "At the end of every seven years thou 
shalt make a release; and this is the manner of the re-
lease; every creditor that lendeth aught unto his neighbor 
shall release it; he shall not exact it of his neighbor or of 
his brother, because it is called the Lord's release." Also 
Jer. xxxiv. 14; "At. the end of seven years let ye go eve-
ry man his brother a Hebrew, which hath been sold unto 
thee; and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt 
let him go free from thee; but your fathers harkened not 
unto me, neither inclined their ear." We are, by this type, 
taught that the people of God will be delivered from 
their servitude and bondage, when they have served their 
7 prophetic years. 7 times 360 years is 12520. Beginning 
with the captivity of Israel and the king of Judah, Ma-
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nasseh, 677 B.C. must end in A. D. 1843, When the 
children of God will be released from all bondage and 
slavery. [See Second Advent Lib. No. 14.]   
     III. It is also proved by the seven years war of Zion 
with her enemies, given to us in Ezekiel xxxix. 9, 10.--
"And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, 
and shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the 
shields arid bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the 
handstaves, and the spears, and they shall burn them 
with fire seven years: so that they shall take no wood out 
of the field, neither cut down any out of the forests; for 
they shall burn the weapons with fire; and they shall 
spoil those that spoiled them, and rob those that robbed 
them, saith the Lord God." The children of God will be 
contending with their enemies, spoiling those that 
spoiled them, and robbing those that have robbed them, 
7 years, prophetic, which is 2520 common years. Begin-
ning as before, when Babylon began to spoil and rob 
them, and when they by the fire of the truth began to 
burn up the weapons of their enemies, in this moral war-
fare; this will end in 1843. [See Miller's Life and Views, 
p. 69.]   
     IV. It is proved, also, by the sign of the Sabbath. Ex-
od. xxxi. 13--17.--"Speak thou also unto the children of 
Israel, saying, Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is 
a sign between me and you throughout your generations; 
that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify 
you. Ye shall keep the Sabbath there fore: for it is holy 
unto you. Every one that defileth it shall surely be put to 
death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul 
shall be cut of from among his people. Six days may 
work be done, but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, 
holy to the Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the Sab-
bath-day he shall surely be put to death. Wherefore the 
children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the 
Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual 
covenant. It is a sign between me and the children of 
Israel forever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was re-
freshed." Heb. iv. 4. 9--11.--"For he spake in a certain 
place of the seventh day on this wise: And God did rest 
the seventh day from all his works." "There remaineth 
therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is en-
tered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own 
works, as God did from his. Let us labor therefore to 
enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same ex-
ample of unbelief."  
     As God was six days creating the old heavens and 
earth, and rested on the seventh. So it is a sign that 
Christ will also labor six days in creating the new heav-
ens and earth, and rest on the seventh. How long is a day 
with the Lord? Peter tells us in his 2 Epistle iii. 8.--"But, 
beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day." If, then, a thousand years is a day 
with the Lord, how long has Christ been to work creat-
ing the new? I answer, if we will allow the Bible to 
make us a chronology, we shall find this year, 1843, the 
6000 years from Adam's fall will be finished. Then the 
anti-typical Sabbath of a 1000 years will commence. 

Rev. xx. 6.--"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no pow-
er, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with him a thousand years." [See Life and 
Views, p. 157.   
     V. Again, we can prove it by the typical jubilee. 
Levit. xxv. 8--13.--"And thou shalt number seven Sab-
baths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; and 
the space of the seven Sabbaths of years shall be unto 
thee forty and nine years. Then shalt thou cause the 
trumpet of the jubilee to sound, on the tenth day of the 
seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make 
the trumpet sound throughout all your land. And ye shall 
hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout 
all the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a 
jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his 
possession, and ye shall return every man unto his fami-
ly. A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you, ye shall 
not sow, neither reap that which "groweth of itself in it, 
nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed. For it is 
the jubilee; it shall be holy unto you, ye shall eat the 
increase thereof out of the field. In the year of this jubi-
lee ye shall return every man unto his possession." Now, 
if we can show any rule whereby we can find the anti-
type, we can tell when the people of God will come into 
the inheritance of the purchased possession, and the re-
demption of their bodies, and the trump of jubilee will 
proclaim liberty a glorious one through all the land. In 
order to do this we must take notice of the order of the 
Sabbaths. "Seven Sabbaths shall be complete." There is 
seven kind of Sabbaths, which all have seven for a given 
number.  
     The Jews kept but six Sabbaths, if they had kept the 
seventh they would have been made perfect without us; 
but they broke the seventh, "Therefore, there remains a 
keeping of the Sabbath to the people of God." The Jew-
ish Sabbaths were:--   

1. The 7th day Exod. xxxi. 15.   
2. The 50th day. Levit. xxiii. 15, 16.   
3. The 7th week. Deut. xvi. 9.   
4. The 7th month. Levit. xxiii. 24, 25.   
5. The 7th year. Levit. xxv, 3, 4.   
6. The 7 times 7 years and 50th Jubilee.  
7. The 7 times 7 Jubilees and 50th Jubilee will 
bring us to a complete or perfect Sabbath. The 
great Jubilee of Jubilees. Thus 7 times 7, 50 
years is 49 times 50=2450 years.  

     It is very evident no year of release or Jubilee was 
ever kept after the reign of Josiah, the last king of Jeru-
salem that obeyed the commandments of the Lord, or 
kept his statutes This kings reign ended B. C. 607. See 2 
Kings 23rd chapter. 2 Chron. 35 and 36 chapters, and 
Jeremiah 22nd chapter. After which the Jews never kept, 
neither could they keep, a year of release, or Jubilee; for 
neither their kings, their nobles, their people, or their 
lands could have been redeemed after this. Jer. xliv. 20--
23. Here ended the Jewish Jubilees, when they had not 
kept more than 12 Jubilees, lacking 23 of coming to the 
great Jubilees.   
     And now the land was to lay desolate, while the peo-
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ple of God were in their enemies land. Levit. xxvi. 34. 
How long is a Jubilee of Jubilees? Ans. 49 times 50 
years,=2450 years. When did these years begin? Ans. 
When the Jews ceased the keeping of the Sabbaths and 
Jubilees, at the close of Josiah's reign, B. C. 607. Take 
607 from 2450, it leaves A. D. 1843. When the Jubilee 
of Jubilees will come.   
     VI. I prove it by Hosea vi. 1--3.--"Come I and let us 
return unto the Lord; for he hath torn, and he will heal 
us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two 
days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us 
up, and we shall live in his sight. Then shall we know, if 
we follow on to know the Lord; his going forth is pre-
pared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the 
rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth." This 
prophecy is the two days of the Roman Kingdom, in its 
Emperial, Kingly and Papal form, with its great iron 
teeth, tearing and persecuting the people of God; the 
third day is the same as Rev. xx. 6.--"Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years." When the people of God will live in his sight, 
"live and reign with him a thousand years. If then the 
third day is a thousand years then the two days is of 
equal length. When did the two days begin? Ans. When 
the Jews made a league with the Romans. See Hosea v. 
13.--"When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw 
his wound, then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent 
to king Jareb: yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of 
your wound." Dan. xi. 23.--"And after the league made 
with him he shall work deceitfully; for he shall come up, 
and shall become strong with a small people," 1 Macca-
bees 8, 9 chap. This league was confirmed and ratified, 
and the Grecian kingdom ceased to rule over God's peo-
ple B. C. 158 years. Then add 158 to 1842 and we have 
2000 years, or two days; as Peter says. 2 Peter iii. 8.--
"But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day." And 1843 is the first year in the 3rd 
thousand years, or 3rd day of the Lord. The world has 
stood since the hill of man 2000 years, under the Patri-
archs; 2000 years under the Assyrian, Babylonian, Medo
-Persian, and Grecian. And 2000 years under Rome Pa-
gan, Papal and Kingly. [See Sec. Adv. Lib. p. 45. 
     VII. I can prove it by the length of the vision which 
Daniel had, viii. 1--14. Of the ram, he goat, and little 
horn which Daniel was informed was 2300 days long. 
Dan. viii. 13, 14.--"Then I heard one saint speaking, and 
another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, 
How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacri-
fice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot. And he 
said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred 
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed." And from 
which the 70 weeks were cut off, and fulfilled, the year 
of Christ's death, Dan.ix.20-27. Then 70 weeks of years 
being cut off from 2300 days makes these days years; 
and 490 years being fulfilled in A. D. 33, leaves 1810 
years to the fulfilment of the vision, which added to 33 

makes 1843, when the sanctuary will be cleansed, and 
the people of God justified.  
     VIII. It can be proved by Daniel xii. 6, 7. "And one 
said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the 
waters of the river, how long shall it be to the end of 
these wonders? And I heard the man clothed in linen 
which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up 
his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware 
by him that liveth forever, that it shall be for a time, 
times, and a half; and when he shall have accomplished 
to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things 
shall be finished." The question is asked, How long to 
the end of these wonders? These wonders are to the 
resurrection. See 2nd and 3rd verses, "And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever-
lasting contempt. And they that be wise, shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever." The 
answer is given by the angel who informs Daniel it shall 
be for a time, times and a half, when he shall have ac-
complished to scatter the power of the holy people, all 
will be finished. Eze. xiii 10--15, "Say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord God; This burden concerneth the prince 
in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel that are among 
them. Say, I am your sign: like as I have done, so shall 
it be done unto them: they shall remove and go into 
captivity. And the prince that is among them shall bear 
upon his shoulders in the twilight, and shall go forth: 
they shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he 
shall cover his face, that he see not the ground with his 
eyes. My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall 
be taken in my snare: and I will bring him to Babylon to 
the land of the Chaldeans, yet shall he not see it, though 
he shall die there. And I will scatter toward every wind 
all that are about him to help him, and all his bands; and 
I will draw out the sword after them. And they shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I shall scatter them 
among the nations, and disperse them in the countries." 
Jer. xv. 4, "And I will cause them to be removed into all 
kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of 
Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in Jerusa-
lem." This scattering begun, when Israel was scattered 
by Esarhaddon, and when the king of Judah, Manasseh, 
was carried to Babylon, B. C. 677. Thus they continued 
to be a people scattered, by the kings of the earth, until 
they fled into the wilderness in A. D. 538, which makes 
1215 years. There they remained in the wilderness a 
time times and an half--Which began A. D. 538, and 
continued until A. D. 1798. The kings of the earth then 
had power, and the time, times and a half, of the scatter-
ing of the holy people is filled up by 45 years, being the 
remainder of the 1215, making in all 1260 years, under 
the nations or kings, and ending in the year 1843. 
Which is the fulness of times. Ephe. i. 9, 10, "Having 
made known unto us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in him-
self:" that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
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him:" When the people of God, both among Jews and 
Gentiles, will no more be scattered, but gathered in one 
body in Christ. [Sec. Ad. Lib. No. 6, page 45.]  
     IX. It can also be proved by Daniel xii. 11--13, "And 
from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken 
away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, 
there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 
Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand 
three hundred and fire and thirty days. But go thou thy 
way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy 
lot at the end of the days."   
     The number 1335 days, from the taking away of 
Rome Pagan, A. D. 508, to set up Rome Papal, and the 
reign of Papacy, is 1290 days, which was exactly ful-
filled in 1290 years, being fulfilled in 1798. This proves 
the 1335 days to be years, and that Daniel will stand in 
his lot in A. D. 1843. For proof texts, see Dan. xi. 31, 
"And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute 
the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily 
sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that 
maketh desolate." 2 Thess. ii. 6--8, "And now ye know 
what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he 
who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 
And then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming:" Job. xix. 25, 
"For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth:" [Miller's Lectures 
page 100.]   
     X. It can also be proved by the words of Christ, Luke 
xiii. 32, "And he said unto them, Go ye and tell that fox, 
Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to-day and to-
morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected." These 
two days in which Christ casts out devils and does cures, 
is the same as Hosea's two days, at the end of which, the 
devil will be chained, and cast out of the earth into the 
pit, and shut up. This will take 2000 years, of the Roman 
power. Rev. xii. 9, "And the great dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which de-
ceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him." And then the 
people of God will be perfected, Rev. xx. 9, "Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on 
such the second death hath no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years."  
     This time began with the "great dragon," Rev. xii. 3, 
4, "And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and 
behold, a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail 
drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast 
them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the wom-
an which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her 
child as soon as it was born."   
     This government will draw after him one third part of 
the time, which wicked men have power in the earth, 
viz. 6000, and the 7000, the year Christ will take posses-
sion and reign with his saints, in perfect bliss.  
     This dragon power began its power over the saints 

when the league was made with him B. C. 158--and will 
end in 1842. Then the third day will begin 1843 [See. 
Ad. Lib. No. 3, page 61]   
     XI. The trumpets are also a revelation of time. See 
Rev. ix. 5, "And to them it was given that they should 
not kill them, but that they should be tormented five 
months: and their torment was as the torment of a scor-
pion, when he striketh a man." These 5 months began 
when the Turks made incursions into the Greek territo-
ries, according to Gibbon, in the year 1299, on the 27th 
day of July. 5 months is 150 years, 5-|-30=150. This 
trumpet ended 1443. And the sixth trumpet began to 
sound and was to sound 391 years and 15 days, as in 
Rev. ix. 15, "And the four angels were loosed, which 
were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and 
a year, for to slay the third part of men." And ended 
1840, on the 11th of August. Then the seventh trumpet 
begins, and ends with the fulness of times, Rev. x. 5, 7. 
"And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon 
the earth, lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware by him 
that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and 
the things that therein are, and the earth and the things 
that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are 
therein, that there should be time no longer: but in the 
days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall 
begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, 
as he hath declared to his servants the prophets." And 
synchronizes with Daniel xii. 7. See section 7, where it 
is shown to end in the year 1843. [Miller's Lectures, 
page 190.]   
     XII. It can be proved by the two witnesses being 
clothed in sackcloth 1260 years. See Rev. xi. 3, "And I 
will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 
clothed in sackcloth." This time began with Papacy, 538, 
and ended in 1798, during which time the Bible was 
suppressed from the laity, in all the countries where pa-
pacy had power, until the laws of the papal hierarchy 
were abolished and free toleration was granted to the 
papal states in 1798. Then the remainder harmonizes 
with the trumpets, see Rev. xi. 14, 15, "The second wo 
is past; and behold, the third wo cometh quickly. And 
the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices 
in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and 
he shall reign for ever and ever.  
     And terminates with A. D. 1843.  
     XIII. It can be proved by Rev. xii. 6, 14, "And the 
woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place 
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thou-
sand two hundred and threescore days. And to the wom-
an were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might 
fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nour-
ished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the 
face of the serpent." It is evident that the church is not 
now in the wilderness, for if so, then she must have been 
in the apostles days, for she enjoys more liberty now 
among the nations, than in any previous time since the 
gospel was preached; and it is very evident, for ages 
past, the true church has been an outlaw among the 
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kingdoms, which arose out of the Roman Empire. The 
church was driven into the wilderness where they were 
given into the power of the Pope, Dan. vii. 25, "And he 
shall speak great words against the Most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to 
change times and laws: and they shall be given into his 
hand until a time and times and the dividing of time," 
in the year A. D. 538. And was in the wilderness 1260 
years, until 1798, when free toleration was granted in 
the kingdoms in the Papal territory. This also harmo-
nizes with the witnesses, and the trumpets, compare 
Rev xi. 15, "And the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying. The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever," 
with Rev, 3 xii. 10, "And I heard a loud voice saying in 
heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for 
the accuser of our brethren is cast down which accused 
them before our God day and night,"  
     XIV. It is proved by Rev. xiii. 5, "And there was 
given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blas-
phemies; and power was given unto him to continue 
forty and two months." This time began at the same 
time as the preceding, when power was given to the 
Pope by Justinian, A. D. 538, and lasted until the Pope 
was carried into captivity, and his power abolished, in 
the year 1798. See 10th verse "He that leadeth into 
captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the 
sword, must be killed with the sword. Here is the pa-
tience and the faith of the saints." This beast is the 
same as the little horn in Daniel 7th, and synchronizes 
with Daniel's "abomination that maketh desolate," or 
"that astonisheth," (see Marginal reading.) Compare 
Daniel xi. 31, and xii. 11, with Rev. xiii. 3--8, and of 
course his power is abolished with the end of his 
"setting up," and the 1290 years. Then Daniel xii. 12, 
"Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand 
three hundred and five and thirty days," carries us to 
the year 1843.  
     XV. It can be proved by the numbers in Rev. xiii. 
18, "Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding 
count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a 
man; and his number is six hundred threescore and 
six," connected with Daniel xii. 12, as before quoted. 
This text shows the number of years that Rome would 
exist under the blasphemous head of Paganism, after it 
was connected with the people of God by league, be-
ginning B. C. 158, add 666 years, will bring us to A. D. 
508, when the daily was taken away. Then add Dan. 
xii. 12, the 1335 to 508, makes the year 1843. When 
the beast and his image will be tormented in the pres-
ence of the holy angels, and the Lamb. See Rev. xiv. 9-
-12. "And the third angel followed them, saying with a 
loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his im-
age, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his 
hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 

in the presence of the Lamb: and the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have 
no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his 
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 
Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that 
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Je-
sus."--[Miller's Lectures, page 76.]   
     These several ways of prophetic chronology, proves 
the end in 1843. Now what is there in all this reckoning 
of time, that should entitle one to such vile abuse, and 
slander, as I have received from the pulpit and press, 
from editors and priests, from the infidel, and blas-
phemer, from the drunkard and gambler? These have 
all made friends with each other; for the sole purpose 
of vilifying and saying hard things against me; for pre-
senting my honest conviction of these things. If men 
are satisfied that these things are not true, why are they 
so violent and denunciatory against me? What can I 
do? I can neither make it true, nor false. Why do pro-
fessed ministers show such anger and malice? Why call 
me a prophet in such sneering terms, from Dr. Brown-
lee down to John Dowling, A. M. pastor etc. etc. etc.? I 
have only shown to the world my opinion on those 
passages, they have done the same, I have shown my 
faith by my works, they can do likewise if they please. 
Let every one be fully persuaded in his own mind, and 
so let them speak.   
     But these men, not only show much anger, but mis-
represent my words, and views. Is truth of such a tex-
ture, as to need lies to support it? If they have no better 
foundation for their religion, than they have manifested 
in their debates on this subject, I should think they 
might be sentimentally opposed to the coming of 
Christ, and upon the very same principle as the infidel 
or drunkard would oppose. Not ready.   
     I would advise all to cease their revilings, take this 
little tract, read, and compare Scripture with Scripture, 
prophecy with history, and see if there is not a strong 
probability that I am correct, and if there is even one to 
ten, that it is so, then it is all important we attend to the 
interest of our souls and eternity. You ought to spurn 
from you, those, who say there is no danger, you ought 
in justice to your own soul, turn a deaf ear to the men 
who are flattering you with "peace and safety."  
     Who will this day overtake as a thief? Surely not 
those who are looking for it. 1 Thess. v. 4, Heb. ix. 28. 
Who will be destroyed when it comes? Those who are 
overtaken as a thief. 1 Thess. v. 3. Math. xxiv. 50. Rev. 
xvi. 15. You ask, will all who do not look for him, per-
ish in the day of his coming? I answer, it would seem 
so, by many texts of Scripture. Yet I am not their 
judge. God only knows what will become of them. 
They that were ready went in with him, and the door 
was shut.    

William Miller.    
Low Hampton, Jan. 1, 1843.  
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PROPHETIC TIMES CONSIDERED 
 
     One mode by which the God of truth commends his 
word to men, is, by exhibiting the absurdity, sometimes 
the wickedness, of the positions which are taken in 
opposition to his truth. So Christ repelled the blasphe-
mous slander of the Jews, on one occasion, who 
charged him with casting out devils through Beelze-
bub, the prince of devils. "If I, by Beelzebub, cast out 
devils, by whom do your sons cast them out!" Are they 
connected with Beelzebub! So, also, the reply of Christ 
to those who complained of him for receiving "sinners 
and eating with them," was intended to contrast the 
position which they condemned with their own posi-
tion. As much as if he had said, "Yes, I receive sinners 
and eat with them-you do not; very well; let us make a 
comparison or two. (See Luke xv.) The father of the 
prodigal is on my side-and the man who lost a sheep, 
he is on my side-and the woman who lost a piece of 
silver, she is on my side-and the angels of God-these 
are all on my side. But you don't receive sinners! nor 
eat with them; very well, I do." Every age has had its 
contests for and against some particular form of truth, 
and the opposition is always characterized by igno-
rance and absurdity.  
     If ever there was a time when all the antitypes of the 
old recorded enemies of the truth, from the magicians 
of Egypt to Simon Magus, were on the stage at once, 
and all of them actively engaged, the day in which, we 
live must be the time; and if there is any one particular 
part or form of truth in reference to [6] which their spe-
cial anxiety is manifested, it is the sublime and clearly 
stated doctrine of Christ's second coming. No person 
who is at all acquainted with the subject can doubt for 
a moment, that, if a heathen should come among us, 
and compare the various and contradictory opinions 
which prevail everywhere, in reference to it, he must 
certainly think that the Bible has said nothing about the 
subject, or that we do not believe our Bibles. The Bi-
ble, however, has predicted exactly the state of things 
which we now witness upon this subject; it has warned 
us in view of it, and pointed out the only safety-
"Behold," says Christ, "I have told you before," etc. 
Matt. xxiv. 25. "Be mindful of the words which were 
spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the com-
mandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: 

PREFACE 
     It is not the design of this manual to enter into the 
details of the Second Advent doctrine, as held by Mr. 
Miller: these may be found in many of our publica-
tions, from the pen of Mr. Miller himself, and others. 
Nor is it intended to be, in any sense, a critical work. 
The writer makes no pretensions to the qualifications 
which are indispensable to prepare one's self for exact, 
learned, biblical criticism; nor has he time. Those who 
may desire, and have leisure, to make the prophecies 
the subject of such attention, must necessarily explore 
a wider field than would be consistent only to give the 
outlines of it in a work of this kind.   
     Its design is to present the events of history on 
which the calculations of the time are based, with the 
texts and some of the arguments which justify the ap-
plication of the prophecies to these events, and to meet 
the most important objections which are brought 
against this application of the prophecies and the calcu-
lations of which it is the basis.   
     Other periods and calculations form an interesting 
portion of Mr. Miller's views, such as the Jubilees, the 
Typical Sabbath, etc.; but these are regarded rather as 
incidental and collateral, and would not of themselves 
be supposed to furnish conclusive evidence in support 
of any theory. The facts and arguments in support of 
those prophetic periods only which are deemed vital to 
the system, are contained in this work.   
     The materials for this purpose are here presented as 
the writer has been in the practice of using them, when 
exhibiting the doctrine as a lecturer; others can use 
them as their taste or judgment may suggest.   
     The difficulty of access, with many readers, to the 
original sources of the information contained in this 
little volume; the oft-repeated wish for such a compila-
tion; the desire that as many as possible may become 
established in what the writer considers the particular 
truth of our time; and that all who will regard its calls, 
and yield to its claims, may be prepared for the scene 
which is to decide the destiny of men, and which is 
rapidly hastening upon the world,-are the motives for 
thus occupying the time which he is not permitted, on 
account of ill health, to occupy at present in lecturing. 
  Boston, May 1, 1843.  
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knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming?" etc. 2 Pet. iii. 2-
4.  
     But the particular question involved in the subject, 
against which "the head and tail" of society is moved, 
is the question of time. This is the question against 
which the scoffing infidelity, refined and vulgar,-much 
of the reputed christian wisdom,-and not a little of the 
undoubted piety of the land, stand forth in their most 
expressive attitudes of scorn, contempt, or horror. To 
the infidelity we have no apology to make, (though we 
rejoice to know that not a few of its more candid vota-
ries have been converted to Christ, through the special 
instrumentality of Mr. Miller.) To the literati ecclesias-
tical, who look upon Mr. Miller with so many airs of 
affronted superiority,-we say, Point out the mistakes, 
and give us a more scriptural explanation of these 
prophecies. We solemnly aver, that if any man will do 
this, we will not only abandon the explanation now 
defended, but we will labor to disseminate the better 
one to the utmost of our ability; but, to tell us that we 
have "no business to meddle with the prophecies," or 
that "we cannot understand the prophecies until they 
are fulfilled," will not do. We have never been [7] able 
to perceive the value of a chart that would not tell the 
sailor where to find his port, until after he had arrived. 
We have become the disciples, and advocates, of Mr. 
Miller's theory from a sincere conviction of its truth, in 
opposition to all our prejudices and worldly interests,-
we do not wish to be deceived ourselves, and we would 
not for our lives deceive others. If we are mistaken, we 
will thank any man to set us right. To the piety of the 
land we bow with the most sincere respect and tender 
sympathy. We would not take a step or speak a word to 
give offence for our right hand, and wherein we may 
seem to offend we frankly and fully give the reasons 
for so doing. We feel that we have the fullest authority, 
from the plain statements and directions of the word of 
God, to give our attention to this particular question; 
and that we have every reason to believe, from the 
prophecies, the events of history, and the signs of the 
times, that the period has come for the question of time 
to be understood. That it has generally been supposed, 
in every age of the church, that the time in which the 
end of all things is to take place, is indicated to us in 
the prophecies of Daniel, we might give a long list of 
her most worthy names to prove; and although there 
may have been a difference of opinion upon the time 
for commencing the prophetic periods of his visions, 
every age, we believe, has spoken with the strongest 
confidence that they would be understood before the 
end should actually come; but if the church had not 
thus looked upon the subject during this long period, 
the statements and directions of the apostles would be 
sufficient to settle that point. Peter has given us an un-
doubted explanation of the design of these prophecies 
of Daniel in particular, (though others of course are 
included,) and he, with Christ and the other apostles, 
directs us repeatedly to the prophets for "light." Luke 

xvi. 29-31; xxiv. 25; Rom. xvi. 25, 26; Rev. i. 3-10; x. 
5-7; Jude 14-18.  
Let us hear Peter.-1 Peter i. 3-13. For whose benefit did 
the prophets understand their message to be [8] intend-
ed? Unto whom (the prophets) it was revealed, that not 
unto themselves, But unto us they did minister the 
things which are now reported unto you by them that 
have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire 
to look into. v. 12. Here, then, are "things" brought to 
view, to communicate which the prophets "did minis-
ter;" and "them that have preached the gospel with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, have reported;" 
and "which the angels desire to look into." Now if 
these "things" should happen to involve the coming of 
Christ, and the time of his coming, let those sneer and 
scoff who will; they do it not to men, but unto God.  
     What, then, are the "things," in reference to which it 
is said, "unto us they did minister?" 1. "The prophets 
have inquired and searched diligently,-searching what 
the spirit of Christ which was in them did signify," 
"when it testified beforehand" of a "salvation" which 
consisted "of the grace that should come unto you," 
and which you should receive "as the end of your faith, 
even the salvation of your souls." v. 9, 10. What grace? 
"The grace that is to be brought unto you at the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ." v. 13. And the "salvation" was 
that "unto" which they were "kept by the power of 
God, through faith," and their faith looked "to an inher-
itance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven"-and "ready to be revealed in 
the last time." v. 4, 5. Which "faith, more precious than 
gold which perisheth, though tried with fire," the apos-
tle desired "might be found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." v. 7. These 
"things" are "what" "the prophets inquired about, and 
apostles reported," and "angels desire to look into."  
     2. "The prophets have inquired and searched dili-
gently what manner of time the spirit of Christ which 
was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that [9] should 
follow." v. 11. The "time," which referred to "the suf-
ferings of Christ," has been filled up. "The glory," 
which belongs particularly to "his appearing and king-
dom," has not yet been realized. The 70 weeks which 
indicated the time of the sufferings of Christ, explain 
the "manner" in which the prophetic times of Daniel 
are to be understood; and by their exact fulfilment give 
us a demonstration that "at the time appointed the end 
shall be," when Daniel saw "one like the Son of man 
come with the clouds of heaven, and came to the An-
cient of days, and they brought him near before him. 
And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, 
should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting do-
minion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom, 
that which shall not be destroyed." Dan. vii. 13, 14. 
"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory;" (Matt. xxv. 31;) "and them that 
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sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake; and they that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever."  
     That Daniel is particularly referred to by the apostle 
here, is evident from three considerations. 1. He is the 
only one of the prophets who has given us the time in 
connection with "the suffering of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow." Dan. chapters ix. xii.   
     2. To him "it was revealed that not unto himself he 
did minister," in the things named by the apostle. Dan. 
viii. 26, 27; xii. 4, 8, 9. 3. "The angels" are brought to 
view as having taken a particular interest in these 
"things" when communicated to Daniel. Dan. vii. 16; 
viii. 13, 14, 16; ix. 21; x. 10-21; xii. 5-7.   
     Now to Daniel, with the other prophets, we are spe-
cially directed to guide us on this subject. (2 Peter iii. 
1, 2.) To their "word" we do well that we take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until [10] the day 
dawn." 2 Peter i. 19. And by the plain terms of the 
prophecy of Daniel itself, the vision is to be understood 
"at the time of the end:"-that is, a short period before 
the end shall actually come. And is there not good rea-
son to believe, that, according to every series of pro-
phetic events, we have nothing else to look for but "the 
end?" Can any man put his finger upon the prophecies, 
and point out a single event, which has not already 
taken place, except those events which are to accompa-
ny or follow the coming of Christ? And while these 
prophecies all tell us that the "time of the end" is come; 
"the signs" which were immediately to precede his 
coming, have given their note of warning and retired, 
or are now hovering over the very point we occupy, to 
assure us that his coming "is near, even at the door!"  
     Have we not reason, then, to believe that the time 
has come for the vision to be unsealed? May we not 
expect to understand the "time" as well as the other 
"things" of which it speaks? For ourselves, we think 
there is at least tenfold more reason to believe that the 
end of all things will come before another year shall 
have passed away, (though we cannot but expect it 
every day and every hour,) than those who were ex-
posed to the deluge-the fires of Sodom-the famine of 
Egypt, her plagues and the ruin of her armies-the de-
struction of Babylon or Jerusalem, had to expect those 
events at the time they came. We are sure no truly seri-
ous person, whose mind is sufficiently enlightened 
upon the prophetic scriptures to appreciate at all their 
clear and full and awful burden, will lightly treat this 
question.  
 

CONSEQUENCES 
     But you object to making calculations of the time 
for fear of consequences. What consequences? Why, if 
we make our "calculations of the time and the event 
does not come, others will not believe when it is actu-
ally coming." Well, perhaps the snare which you are 
anticipating for other generations, is the one in [11] 

which the present generation may be taken. That others 
who have fixed the time, have been mistaken, we 

know, and that should inspire us with modesty and 
caution; but it no more proves that the truth can never 
be known upon the subject, than the fact that men have 
been mistaken on other subjects proves that the truth 
on those subjects can never be discovered. And, after 
all, is it not better that there should be ten false alarms, 
than that there should be one surprise without any 
warning? And may it not be as likely that the false 
alarms in times past have been given by the great ene-
my to lull the present generation to sleep, that they may 
be taken in the "snare," as that this is a false alarm to 
which some future generation may point as a means of 
quieting themselves when the end, as you suppose, 
may actually come?  
     You tell us again-"It will make infidels, if we make 
such calculations, and the end don't come." Who will 
be made infidels? Not those, surely, who are opposed 
to our views. And it would be remarkable indeed if 
those who are neutral, or "halting between two opin-
ions," should suppose the Bible has failed, and there-
fore "throw it away," after time shall have proved our 
views not to be the correct explanation of it, when they 
now decline to receive our views as the doctrine of the 
Bible.  
     There can be none to "make infidels" of, then, but 
believers of the doctrine. And why should they turn 
infidels? They have taken then position not simply 
from what they believe the prophetic periods to teach, 
but also from those prophecies which bring the end to 
view in connection with the history of the world, and 
"the signs of the times;" so that we must still believe 
the end to be near, even if the year '43 should pass 
away, though we may not fix upon any other time for 
the event. And we think those who have exhibited for-
titude enough to bear the opposition already shown to 
them on account of their faith, will not be quite ready 
to turn infidel even if they should see a few more years 
on earth, and it should be their lot to suffer more [12] 

than they have yet suffered. May we here ask our 
brethren to pray that they may have grace enough to 
bear with us, if we should not happen to turn infidels, 
should we be spared to see '44, though their predic-
tions, in that case, might fail as well as our calcula-
tions?  
     But this objection anticipates the results with as 
much confidence as any "prophet" might be permitted 
to do. We do not see any special necessity for such a 
conclusion. Why should the non-fulfilment of prophe-
cy according to our calculations lead to more starting 
results than in other cases? According to the calcula-
tions of Professor Stuart, Mr. Dowling, and a host of 
others who believe with them, these prophetic times 
have never been fulfilled, and are they infidels? We 
can, at least, fall into the popular current-"have nothing 
to do with the prophecies"-and be as good Christians as 
others. We would ask, in turn, where is the propriety, 
in reference to this particular subject, of leaving the 
question, first to be considered, Is it true? and passing 
to the question, What will be the results? or, in looking 
at the results, to inquire, "What if it don't come?" in-
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stead of asking, What if it does come? All the danger 
lies there. What if it does come?   
 

OBJECTIONS 
     Our object, however, in this article, is to direct your 
attention to the character of the objections to these cal-
culations. If the calculations are so very "absurd" and 
"ridiculous," it could be no very difficult thing for 
some of their able opposers to point out some mistake 
in the facts or dates on which they are based, or in the 
principles involved in the theory, without resorting to 
falsehood and slander, or at least without throwing 
away the most valuable labors of the old defenders of 
the Bible and Protestantism, or certainly without im-
peaching the Bible itself.  
     But we assert it, in the full expectation of speedily 
meeting the Judge of all the earth, that we do not know 
of a single writer who has opposed the doctrine, (and 
some of them we would not speak lightly of, as Chris-
tians, for our right hand,) who has not entirely omitted 
[13] the only inquiry, which, in the very nature of the 
case, could amount to any thing, and apparently la-
bored for the mastery in some one or all of the above 
fruitless, not to say wicked experiments.   
     No doubt they supposed they were doing God ser-
vice, and that the cause they had undertaken to defend, 
demanded the best efforts which could be made for it; 
and as these were the only efforts they could make, it 
did not probably occur to them that they were doing 
evil that good might come, as they understood it, or 
that they were making concessions to the cause they 
opposed which must satisfy all candid spectators of the 
contest, that nothing could be fairly done against it.  
     We shall speak only of the objections brought 
against the calculation of the time. And yet not all of 
them against this, but against that view of it which 
brings the time so near; for many who pretend to object 
to "fixing the time," as they call it, when the calcula-
tions which bring us to the end in '43 are mentioned, go 
right on and make other calculations which put it off 
perhaps 20, 50, 100, or 1000 years "to come."   
 

CHRONOLOGY OF THE WORLD 
     It is said there are difficulties connected with the 
subject which make it impossible to fix upon any thing 
with certainty, and none but fanatics will have any 
thing to do with it. We will say nothing of the reflec-
tion which such a view of the subject casts upon God, 
who has directed us to the prophecies to guide us in the 
midst of the greatest dangers, for what is it but tantaliz-
ing us to give such a direction if the prophecies cannot 
answer their design? The supposed difficulties, howev-
er, are not so great as we at first sight might apprehend. 
"It is impossible," we are told, "for any one to tell the 
age of the world." Very well. No one pretends to tell, 
positively how long the world has stood, but still it is 
believed there are serious reasons for supposing that its 
age is not far from 6000 years. And if a general tradi-
tion,-which supposes that the present order of things is 
to be [14] changed at the end of six thousand years, and 

which appears to be founded upon some portions of the 
word of God, may be worthy of our attention,-from 
what we can tell of the chronology of the world, it ap-
pears to harmonize with the more certain indications of 
the plainer prophecies. Dr. Weeks has strung up a cata-
logue of what he calls "mistakes of Mr. Miller and his 
friends, in relation to his chronology," to the number of 
sixty. He might, on the same principle, have carried the 
number up to as many thousands, and then he might 
find as many more in every other system of chronolo-
gy. But how he will make the apparent, contradictory 
statements of Josephus; and the variations from Fergu-
son, Rollin and Jahn, with Mr. Miller's literary and 
theological deficiencies, "mistakes of Mr. Miller and 
his friends in relation to his chronology," and all this 
without any criterion by which to make the test,-those 
who have the time and ability to devote to the subject 
can tell better than we. If any one should think it worth 
the while to make a new collection of "Curiosities of 
Literature," they would find the Doctor's article a rare 
specimen; it would be a perfect match for the celebrat-
ed performance of a clerical prototype, who preached 
some during sermons on the letter O. We wonder if the 
Doctor ever had anything to do with a permutation 
lottery! The Doctor seems to have fallen into the com-
mon "mistake" of making a jest of the subject, and to 
have forgotten that he is old enough to "put away 
childish things." The fact that our Bible adopts the He-
brew record of time, and that this has been deemed of 
superior merit to the Samaritan, Septuagint, etc., is 
argument enough in favor of the source of our chronol-
ogy, in the mind of all but those whose hyper-criticism 
has destroyed or impaired their confidence in the truth 
and faithfulness of God. And until some one can show 
that we may not rely upon it, or will furnish a better 
account, we cannot but regard its statements with some 
respect. That the Hebrew text gives a correct record of 
time from Adam to Moses, and from Saul to the time 
when [15] the Old Testament scriptures close, we think 
there is little room to doubt. The period from which the 
difficulties arise is the time of the Judges. We have, so 
to speak, the depots and mile-posts all along on the 
track of time from Adam down to that period, and 
again from Saul down to the time of Ezra and Nehemi-
ah. According to Mr. Miller's calculation of the period 
of the Judges the time before Christ was 4157 years; 
according to Usher, 4004. That Mr. M. is near the 
truth, we have no doubt: that he or any other man can 
tell the exact time, we do not expect. The time given 
for that period by Paul, Acts xiii. 20, is very strongly in 
favor of Mr. Miller's chronology.   
     Dr. Clarke, in his preface to the book of Judges, 
makes this remark on "the Chronology of Archbishop 
Usher on this period," which is the standard generally 
adopted: "Its correctness is justly questioned."  
     Dr. Clarke also quotes from Dr. Hales as follows: 
"It is truly remarkable, and a proof of the great skill 
and accuracy of Josephus in forming the outline of this 
period, that he assigns, with St. Paul, a reign of forty 
years to Saul, (Acts xiii. 21) which is omitted in the 
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Old Testament. His outline also corresponds with St. 
Paul's period of four hundred and fifty years from the 
division of the conquered land of Canaan, until Samuel 
the prophet." See Dr. Hales Chronology, vol. i. pp. 16, 
17; vol. ii. p. 28.  
     Now if the reader will take the trouble to examine 
Mr. Miller's chronology, in the diagram appended to 
this article, and compare it with the Bible, he can 
judge, perhaps as well as any one of its claims to his 
serious consideration. But let that be correct or not, the 
prophetic periods which are involved in his theory are 
not affected by it; they all be on this side of the time of 
the Judges. In reference to these there is not the uncer-
tainty which exists in reference to the chronology of 
the world.  
     The supposition has been named that the addition of 
153 years to the age of the world must derange the 
whole matter of the prophetic times, by throwing the 
[16] date of events into confusion. A simple illustration 
will show that these dates are not affected by this addi-
tion.  
     In the following diagram, B B represents the time 
from Adam to Joshua. C C the time from Samuel to 
Christ. D D represents the period of the Judges, accord-
ing to the shorter calculation. E E the same period ac-
cording to the longer calculation.  
 D___________________D 
B_____________ B C_____________ C 
 E_____________________E 
      
     The period from Samuel to Christ is no more ac-
cording to one calculation of the period of the Judges 
than the other. And all the intermediate periods or dates 
between Samuel and Christ stand related to each other 
exactly alike, according to either computation of the 
period of the Judges. Now all the prophetic periods 
involved in Mr. Miller's theory begin after Samuel; so 
that the addition of 153 years before his time only af-
fects the relation of the events in the two grand sections 
of time which lie before and after the Judges, to each 
other: that is, it makes the time from Adam to Christ, 
or from Moses to Christ, 153 years longer; but as the 
prophetic periods all begin this side of Samuel, they are 
not affected by the addition.  
 

"MILLER'S RULE." 
     Again it is charged upon Mr. Miller as the very cli-
max of "absurdity" and "ignorance," that he reckons 
the prophetic periods by supposing them to express in 
days the number of years intended. And to make the 
alleged absurdity most palpable, we have been told by 
those who prefer the charge, that "Miller's rule of a day 
for a year would leave Nebuchadnezzar at grass at the 
present time and 130 years to remain. And apply it to 
the 70 years captivity of the Jews at Babylon, they 
have at present more time to fulfil than has yet 
elapsed;" and "that the end of this world, on his own 
terms, cannot come yet for thousands of years!" It is no 
new thing for those [17] who are base enough to at-
tempt to make fools of their neighbors, sometimes to 

make fools of themselves.  
      "These calculations" which are ignorantly or de-
signedly ascribed to Mr. Miller, or are said to be 
"according to his rule," are no more "according to his 
rule" than the calculations in "Bowditch's Practical 
Navigator."  
     The rule of Mr. Miller in the case is precisely that of 
every intelligent writer upon the interpretation of the 
word of God, including some of his most noted and 
influential opposers. We will insert the rules given by 
Horne, a standard author in biblical interpretation, that 
the reader may compare them with the rules of Mr. 
Miller.   
     "The received signification of a word is to be re-
tained, unless weighty and necessary reasons require 
that it should be abandoned or neglected." Horne's 
Introduction, vol. ii. p. 504. "Where the literal meaning 
of words is contrary either to common sense, to the 
context, to parallel passages, or to the scope of pas-
sage, it must be given up." Ib. p. 583. And again in 
giving the meaning of the word day, in his "index to 
the Symbolical Language of the Scripture," he says, 
"Dayð1. A year in prophetical language. Ezek. iv. 6; 
Rev. ii. 10. 2. An appointed time or season. Isa. xxxiv. 
8; lxiii. 4." Vol. iv. p. 494. 
     The rule of Professor Stuart is similar to the first 
one given by Horne. Hints, p. 68.  
     We insert Mr. Dowling s view of the rule in ques-
tion, with the note he has appended, for the of the im-
portant testimony it contains in favor of it-a witness 
who will not be suspected of any partiality in the case.  
     "I believe, as Mr. Miller does, and indeed must protestant 
commentators, that the 1260 years denote the duration of the 
dominion of the Papal Antichrist." 
     "We have every reason to conclude that the time of the 
continuance of this persecuting power is equally true, viz: a 
time, times, and half a time, which, we have before seen, is 
the prophetical [18] designation of 1260 years." 1 Dowling's 
Reply to Mr. Miller, pp. 26, 27, 42. N. York Edition. 

     We here add the rules of Mr. Miller.  
     "How to know when a word is used figuratively. If it 
makes good sense as it stands, and does no violence to the 
simple laws of nature, then it must be understood literally, if 
not, figuratively. Rev. xii. 1, 2; xvii. 3-7. 
     Figures sometimes have two or more different significa-
tions, as day is used in a figurative sense to represent three 
different periods of time.  

1. Indefinite. Eccles. vii. 14. 
2. Definite, a day for a year. Ezek iv.6. 
3. Day for a thousand years. 2 Pet. iii. 8. 
If you put on the right construction it will har-
monize with the Bible and make good sense, 
otherwise it will not." 

     Now all the contempt which is cast upon Mr. Miller, 
under the pretense that his rule is "absurd," etc., is cast 
equally upon the worthiest men who have ever lived, 
including the prophets and apostles themselves. 
     But those writers who object to Mr. Miller's rule, 
give us no other by which these prophecies can be un-
derstood, and this might be passed over, if they did not 
profess to explain them. We might name at least a 
score of men who have made the promise and the at-
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tempt, but have had to confess, often in plain words, 
that they could not make out an explanation. [19] 
     While the writer was lecturing in New York city, a 
practicing lawyer there who became somewhat inter-
ested in the subject, attended one of the churches in the 
city, in which a notice had been given out of an even-
ing lecture against Mr. Miller's theory. The house was 
crowded, and the minister for the occasion read an arti-
cle of about half an hour's length, which was of the 
usual character. The next time I fell in with my friend, 
I inquired about the lecture against us. "O," said he, "he 
used up Mr. Miller at once." Ah, indeed, how did he do 
that? "Why, he proved to us that the Bible was not 
true." Well, I replied, if he has done that, we are used 
up. It is a gone case. If the Bible is not true, Millerism 
is dead, (or to that effect.) Then, explaining himself, he 
said, that according to what the preacher called the 
fulfilment of the prophecies considered, though applied 
in the past, they had never been fulfilled and of course 
the Bible could not be true. How many others have 
placed themselves and the Bible in the same predica-
ment, it would be impossible to tell.   
     Now if the contempt shown to the above old and 
venerable writers on the prophecies were not enough to 
fix upon these men the brand of theological infamy, 
their treatment of the word of God will do it. It is virtu-
ally saying, His word is not exactly true. A higher au-
thority has said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my word shall not pass away." Matt. xxiv. 35.   
      But these writers are forced to take this position or 
yield in silence to Mr. Miller. It is the best they can do, 
if they do any thing against his views, or it remains yet 
to be done.  
     Mr. Miller only advances upon the track of time as 
it has been extended since the days of these worthy 
laborers in the interpretation of the prophecies, referred 
to above, and, guided by the same principles, he finds 
them confirmed, as the prophecies have been filled up 
by the events of history. The position taken by his op-
ponents may be considered as one of the most striking 
and clearly marked "signs of the times." 
 
DIFFERENT MODES OF RECKONING TIME 

     Again we are pointed to sundry difficulties in the 
way of calculating the time. It is said the difference in 
the mode of computing time at different periods, makes 
it impossible to tell when the prophetic periods run out, 
even if we can tell when they begin. We will let one 
speak for a great many. "Our readers are aware that the 
ancient mode of reckoning the year was by 360 days. 
The 2300 years of Daniel were of course years of 360 
days each; in these 2300 years, the 490 years are in-
cluded: but everybody knows that we count 365 days 
in the year. This fact has been overlooked. The 1810 
years which remain of the 2300, after the accomplish-
ment of the 490 years, are too long by 5 days and 6 
hours each, and this makes a difference of upwards of 
26 years. We must therefore deduct 26 years from 
1843, and this takes us back to the year 1817, when, if 
this scheme had been correct, the world would have 

been destroyed." Protestant Banner, July 19th, 1843. 
     We may reply with the strictest propriety in the lan-
guage of the Protestant Banner. "It is seldom that so 
large an amount of arrogance, egotism, and ignorance 
is found condensed in a single sentence; but the author 
possesses the faculty of condensing these elements in a 
wonderful degree." The P. B. must presume very large-
ly upon the ignorance of its "readers," to suppose them 
to be "aware that the ancient mode of reckoning the 
year was by 360 days." We challenge the P. B. or any 
other Banner to point out a single nation, "ancient" or 
modern, whose mode of reckoning the year was by 360 
days. If it can be shown that this was ever "the mode of 
reckoning the year," it certainly has not been since the 
time stated for the commencement of these obnoxious 
prophetic periods. See Prid. Con. Preface; Tegg's Chro-
nology, and Roll. It is of very doubtful credit to the 
emphasized "we" of the P. B. that "everybody knows 
that we count [21]  365 days to the year." In our part of 
the country we have 366 once in a while. And this talk 
about the difference between the ancient and modern 
computation of the year, and the years that are lost on 
account of it, is really amusing. We wonder if the sun, 
mean and starts stood still to accommodate the sup-
posed "ignorance" of the ancients, so that the natural 
year should agree with theirs! If not, what a state of 
"confusion confounded" must things have got into 
when winter came in July, summer in January, autumn 
in March, and spring in October. At any rate, they 
might have sung, without any poetic license, one in a 
while, "December's as pleasant as May." Though one 
would suppose they would have felt more like singing 
with the German poet, especially when May should 
find the thermometer below zero,ð 
     "The world is out of joint, O, cursed spite! That ever 
I was born To set it right."  
     But perhaps they had some P. B. or Rev. Mr. Thom-
as or Colver, to keep things straight for them. 
     The great unerring standard of time which God es-
tablished when he set the sun, moon, and stars to be for 
signs and for seasons, for days and years, has never 
varied. And however men have computed time, God's 
years have always been the same. Moreover, it has 
been the work of astronomers, mathematicians, 
chronologers and historians, since men were upon the 
earth, to bring their defective computations to corre-
spond with the true natural year-the time required for 
the earth to pass from a particular point in its orbit 
round to the same point, usually beginning at the equi-
noxes. This time, it has been demonstrated, is 365 
days, 5 hours and a fraction.  
     It was by referring to this never varying standard 
that the necessity of the leap year was discovered. It 
was this which led to the change of O. S. for N. S.ð 
So with the ancients and their modes of reckoning the 
year. There is pretty clear evidence that they know [22] 

enough about astronomy to know when the sun shined 
and to know day from night, and winter from summer: 
and they know enough to make up the deficiency in 
their current years by intercalary months or days, as the 
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case required; just as we should have to do at a broker's 
in exchanging money on which there might be 5 or 10 
per cent discount, to get par money,-we must add 
enough to ours to make it of equal value with his. They 
always had the true solar year as much us we have, 
whether their current year included the whole of it or 
not; and they always contrived some way to keep the 
current and natural year along together, near enough at 
least not to lose more than a whole year every century.   
     These lost years are all nonsense, and would never 
have been mentioned but by men whose "arrogance, 
egotism and ignorance" are of a sufficiently "large 
amount" to disqualify them to perceive that they have 
lost their reckoning. Rollin tells us, (vol. ii. p. 627, 
Harpers' Edition,)  
     "Though all nations may not agree with one another 
in the manner of determining their years, some regulat-
ing them by the motion of the sun, and others by that of 
the moon, they, however, generally use the solar year 
in chronology. It seems at first, that as the lunar years 
are shorter than the solar, that inequality should pro-
duce some error in chronological calculations. But it is 
to be observed, that the nations who used lunar years, 
added a certain number of intercalary days to make 
them agree with the solar: which makes them corre-
spond with each other; or at least, if there be any differ-
ence, it may be neglected, when the question is only to 
determine the year in which a fact happened" 
     But the years used in the Bible history were un-
doubtedly Jewish years, so that we know exactly the 
"difference" to be considered, and what allowance to 
make for lost time. Horne, vol. iii. pp. 166, 167, 297.  
     "The ecclesiastical or sacred year began in March, 
or on the first day of the month Nisan, because at that 
time they departed out of Egypt." "The Jewish month 
were originally calculated from the first appearance of 
the moon, on which the Feast of the New Moon, or 
beginning of months (as the Hebrews [23] termed ii) was 
celebrated. Exod. xii. 2; Num. x. 10; xxviii. 11." "The 
Jewish months being regulated by the phases or ap-
pearances of the moon, their years were consequently 
lunar years, consisting of twelve lunations, or 351 days 
and 8 hours; but as the Jewish festivals were held not 
only on certain fixed days of the month, but also at 
certain seasons of the year, consequently great confu-
sion would, in process of time, arise by this method of 
calculating: the spring month sometimes falling in the 
middle of winter, it became necessary to accommodate 
the lunar to solar years, in order that their months, and 
consequently their festivals, might always fall at the 
same season. For this purpose, the Jews added a whole 
month to the year, as often as it was necessary; which 
occurred commonly once in three years, and sometimes 
once in two years. This intercalary month was added at 
the end of the ecclesiastical year after the month Adar, 
and was therefore called Ve-Adar, or the second Adar."  
     Now by regulating the "lunar years" so as to corre-
spond with the "solar," their years must, of necessity, at 
every nineteenth, correspond, "within an hour and a 
half," with the same number of solar years, a 

"difference" which would not amount to one month in 
six thousand years; 2 so that the "scheme" of the [24]  P. 
B. and its worthy coadjutors, "which takes us back to 
the year 1817, when the world would have been de-
stroyed," will afford no relief to their "readers," except 
to those whose "ignorance" may be of a sufficient 
"degree" to disqualify them to appreciate the more 
"wonderful" "arrogance" and "egotism" of the writers.   
 

PROPHETIC AND SOLAR YEARS 
     "But does not Mr. Miller reckon some years at 360 
and some at 365 days!" No-unless you refer to the pro-
phetic years, as distinguished from chronological or 
historical years. In history and chronology no other 
years are ever used but true solar years. Prophetic 
years, generally called "times" in scripture, are always 
of 360 days. God has so explained them in his word 
(compare Rev. xii. 6 and 14); and the [25] history of 
fulfilled prophecy corresponds with that explanation.  
     When these two modes of time are used in reckon-
ing, prophetic years are never put alongside of solar 
years as if they were to be matched together as years; i. 
e. it is not to be supposed that the seven times, for in-
stance, are to be matched with seven solar years:-nor, 
as some have thought, are we, 1st, to suppose the days 
in the prophetic period indicates a corresponding num-
ber of solar years; and 2nd, that the period thus ob-
tained is to be compared with the same number of pro-
phetic years; and 3rd, to get at the result, deduct the 
difference between the prophetic and solar years from 
the whole period; but prophetic or symbolic times are 
always interpreted to mean as many true solar years as 
there are days in the period considered. "Each day" of 
the prophetic period represents a true solar year-there 
being 2520 days in 7 times, understood symbolically, 
the period expresses 2520 true solar years. Prophetic 
time is the measure, true time the article to be meas-
ured. There is the same difference between the measure 
and the article to be measured in this case that there is 
in all other cases: the measure is an arbitrary abstract 
rule, by which the natural and real thing is to be meas-
ured off for use. 
 

DIFFERENCE IN THE DATES  
OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

     It has been supposed again that the difference of 
four years, between the true date of the birth of Christ 
and A. D., affects the exact application of one of the 
most important prophetic periods, the 2300 days or 
years of Daniel viii. The 70 weeks, a part of this peri-
od, terminated when "Messiah" was "cut off" "to make 
reconciliation for iniquity," "and to anoint the Most 
Holy." One week, or seven years, he was to "confirm 
the covenant with many." In determining this question-
How did Christ confirm the covenant one week, or 
seven years?-it has been ascertained, from what the 
sacred historians say of the age of Christ when he com-
menced his ministry, (Luke iii. 1-23; [26] Mark i. 6-15; 
Acts x. 36, 37,) and of the facts connected with his 
birth and death, that he was 37 years of age when "cut 
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off"-that he was "cutoff" A. D. 33-that he was born 
four years "before the account called Anno Domini," 
and therefore, as he commenced his ministry at 30, he 
confirmed the covenant, according to the prophecy, by 
preaching 7 years. These facts have all been proved, 
not to say demonstrated. But the caviller has started a 
new difficulty, though others besides cavillers may 
have been entangled with it. It is this: "If Christ was 
born 4 years before A. D., and was 37 at his death, then 
the 70 weeks did not run out till the true A. D. 37, and 
the 2300 days, or years, cannot end till A. D. 1847." 
Now in determining the question whether the 70 
weeks, as a whole, were fulfilled, so as to "seal up," or 
make sure "the vision" which ends at the termination of 
the 2300 days or years, we have nothing at all to do 
with the birth or age of Christ, we only want to know 
when he was "cut off;" as to this simple question, it 
matters not whether he was 20, 30, or 50 years of age 
at the time. In determining the question, whether Christ 
confirmed the covenant one week, or seven years, by 
his personal ministry, as we know his age when it be-
gan, we must ascertain his age at his death. In the other 
question, whether the 70 weeks expired at his death, 
we must ascertain whether it took place 70 weeks or 
490 years from the going forth of the commandment 
referred to. The 70 weeks were so fulfilled, and God by 
them has sealed the vision. Christ did confirm the cov-
enant, by his personal ministry, 7 years-he was 37 
when he died, A. D. 33, and was therefore born 4 years 
before the "account commonly called A. D." See note 
D. in the Diagram. 
     But let not the caviller make the correction in one 
particular part of the calculation, in order to introduce 
difficulties, which, when the whole is corrected, have 
no existence; if the correction is to be made, it should 
be carried through.  
     Let it be understood that the 70 weeks did not run 
[27] out till the true A. D. 37, and that the whole period 
will not run out till the true A. D. 1847; and let it be 
further understood that the true A. D. 37 was A. D. 33, 
and the true A. D. 1847 is A D. 1843, and it is as exact-
ly 490 years from the 7th year of Artaxerxes to at 37th 
year of the true of Christ, as from the same year to A. 
D. 33; and it is as exactly 1810 years from the 37th 
year of the true age of Christ to the true A. D. 1847, as 
from A. D. 33 to A. D. 1843. As the "difference" has 
no connection with the time of Christ's death, the diffi-
culty it is supposed to present in applying the prophetic 
period which brings us to "the end," has no existence.   
 

THE END HID FROM US 
     Again we have been told, that the time of this event 
(the end of all things) "is not suitable to be revealed," 
"and it is wisely hid from us." If by the "time" here, 
"the day and the hour" be meant, the objection can 
have no fair application to Mr. Miller's calculations; 
but if it be meant that every thing "about the time" "is 
wisely hid from us," and "is not suitable to be re-
vealed," the objection deserves a passing notice; 
though to point out its unscriptural character will be [28] 

sufficient. Has God commissioned his angels to our 
earth, to tell the prophets, to whom it was revealed that 
not unto themselves but unto us they did minister, how 
long it was to these things, and that the wise should 
understand-have the apostles directed us to these same 
prophets, telling us that we do well to take heed unto 
their word as unto a light that shineth in a dark place-
has God connected the setting up of his kingdom, the 
judgment, and the coming of the Son of man in the 
clouds of heaven, with the destruction of all earthly 
kingdoms, telling us which of those earthly kingdoms 
in the succession should exist at the time-has Christ 
pointed us to the signs by which we might know when 
his coming is near, even at the door, and after all is it 
hid from us? 
     Has God seen it to be "suitable" to give notice of the 
time of the flood which was to destroy the world, even 
to a day, (Gen. vii. 4,) and of a famine which should 
affect only a few nations at most-and of the judgment 
of Egypt, a single nation, for oppressing his people-and 
of the final dissolution of the ten tribes, and of the cap-
tivity of Judah 70 years in Babylon, and of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, and is it unsuitable for God to make 
known to the world the time of its final destruction! 
And who shall dare to say what is suitable for God to 
do in such a case! Away with such affected regard for 
the character of God, which, assuming to guard the 
portals of the inner sanctuary, dares to dictate to the 
Sovereign who sits upon its throne; and while it igno-
rantly claims to be the guardian of his wisdom, im-
peaches every one of his perfections, as manifested in 
the express design of his most wonderful and important 
transactions. 
     How do ye doctors "make void the word of God 
through your traditions!" Do ye know the scriptures, or 
the power of God! 
We defy any man to find in Mr. Miller's works, or even 
in what is ascribed to him by the ten thousand false-
hoods in circulation, any thing more strongly [29] char-
acterized by ignorance, presumption and impiety than 
this. 
 

UNFAIR COMPARISONS 
     It has been attempted more than once to add to the 
unpopularity of Mr. Miller's theory, by invidiously 
comparing him with the "religious theorists" who have 
assumed to be "inspired to explain the prophecies," or 
have read the world's destiny in the stars, or have had 
the dreadful message communicated to them in dreams 
and revelations of their own, or have explained the 
prophetic periods sometimes by solar years, sometimes 
by lunar years, and sometimes by the time taken for 
one of the distant planets to pass through its orbit, and 
so on. 
     But Mr. Miller makes no "pretensions of this sort." 
He claims the gift of inspiration only for the men who 
wrote the Bible. He has nothing to do with the stars or 
planets, but for the purposes for which God has ex-
pressly made them. He has but one kind of year for 
chronology or history, and no other but the sanctioned 
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principles in interpreting the prophetic periods which 
are not understood literally, He has nothing to do with 
dreams or visions, except those of holy men of old who 
wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. His 
views are based upon the word of God, and the undeni-
able facts of history; and however crudely they may 
have been expressed to the classic ear, there is no am-
biguity about them.  
     If any mistake can be pointed out in the dates of 
these events, or any impropriety in the application of 
the prophecies to them, or if a more scriptural and fair 
explanation can be given us, let it be done. The man 
who does it shall have our hearty thanks for ourselves, 
and our hearty cooperation to confer the benefit upon 
others. God's word will be verified, and it is to be un-
derstood by those for whom it is intended, before the 
sublime reality shall come to pass. But while we are 
fully aware that the belief of our views will not hasten 
the end, we are also sensible that the disbelief [30] of the 
world will not defer it. It will be as easy for the world 
to be deceived now as it has ever been; as easy for sin-
ners to sleep, and for professors to dream under the 
lullaby of their slumbering watchmen, and for all to be 
taken in the snare, as at any time; but ready or not 
ready-awake or asleep, what God hath written he will 
surely perform.  
 

CONCLUSION 
     We have thus considered the principal objections 
and difficulties which have been presented against cal-
culating the termination of the prophetic periods, espe-
cially that view of them which supposes that they bring 
us to the end in 1843. 
     There are other objections which were not. deemed 
worthy of a detailed examination here,-their fallacy 
having been so often shown, or their weakness being so 
very palpable, that nothing but the most obsequious 
bigotry, or the most unpardonable ignorance, could 
ever think of them. Of the former, "No man knoweth 
the day or the hour," is a specimen,-of the latter, "The 
doctrine is not according to the standard writers of our 
church," and Mr. Miller is not a learned man," are ex-
amples. We do not think the Saviour meant to say, 
when he spoke of "the day and the hour," "that we can 
know nothing about the time;" (Dimmick;) that would 
make him contradict himself, for he had just told how 
we might know when his coming was near, even at the 
door. (Matt. xxiv. 32, 33.) Nor is it even probable that 

he meant to say that "man" should never know the day 
or the hour of his coming in the most literal sense, for 
that would suppose that he himself could never know 
the day or the hour. The text applies to "the Son" as 
well as to "man" and "the angels of heaven." Mark xiii. 
32.  
     The doctrine may not be according to the "standard 
writers" of any sect, and yet it may be true. Mr. Miller 
may not be a learned man, in the estimation of men, 
and yet his calculations may be correct. These objec-
tions cannot prove any doctrine true or false-no [31]  man 
who is seeking for truth at the only source of truth, the 
word of God, would allow them the weight of a feath-
er. If Mr. Miller's views are the truth, they are worthy 
of the ablest advocacy of the most learned and able 
Christian, and it is high time they were received among 
the "standard writings" of the several branches of the 
church; if they are not true, no Christian is at liberty to 
treat them or their disciples in any other than in a 
Christian manner. 
     Finally, there are several fundamental positions of 
the doctrine which remain firm and immovable:-  

1. God meant what he said when he dictated 
the prophecies.  
2. Whatever the prophecies speak is "a sure 
word."  
3. According to the principles of this theory 
the prophecies have been so far fulfilled.  
4. If we are wrong, those who oppose our 
views are also wrong. They cannot be right.  
5. If this view of the prophecies does not bring 
us to their grand development, we do not 
know what to make of them.  
6. We must therefore lay hold of it as the truth 
till God shall settle the question, and trust in 
him for the result. 

     Remark. To those who may receive this article on 
the objections against calculating the prophetic times, 
we would remark, that the particular illustration of, and 
argument upon, those prophecies named in the diagram 
of symbolic times, may be found in the other articles of 
the series of which this is only one. They may also be 
found in nearly all our more extended second advent 
publications. The extract from Ferguson, referred to in 
the Chronology, may be found in the "Bible Student's 
Manual," "Miller's Life and Views," etc. etc.  
 
1843 ApH, TSAM p. 5ð31 
The Second Advent Manual 1843 
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     We have now again, been brought down to the 
Great Day, and find the redeemed family before the 
throne of God, and He that sitteth on the throne dwell-
ing among them. Now a new series of events are about 
to take place. 
     Rev. viii. 2. "The seven angels, having seven trum-
pets, stood before God. And the angels prepared them-
selves to sound." 
     This trumpet sounded about A. D. 64, when Nero 
commenced his persecutions against Christians. This 
persecution was of short duration, for Nero died A. D. 
68, which put an end to the calamities of that persecu-
tion, by which, for four years, Christians suffered every 
indignity and torment, throughout the Roman empire, 
which ingenious cruelty could invent. The torments are 
represented as hail and fire mingled with blood. Some 
of the sufferers are said, by historians, to have been 
wrapped in combustible clothes, and in the darkness of 
night they were set on fire. Others were fastened to 
crosses, and torn to pieces by wild beasts. Thus, like a 
dreadful tempest of hail, fire, and blood, this persecu-
tion burst upon the church. The third part of trees was 
burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. By trees, 
and green grass, living soul, living thing, etc., I under-
stand Christians of various degrees of eminence to be 
meant. By a third part of any thing, as the expression is 
so frequently used in this book, I understand a large 
number, but not all, or even the majority. 
     It is believed, that in this persecution St. Paul and 
St. Peter both suffered martyrdom, and with them, 
many other eminent ministers-I know not but one third,
-also, an incredible number of Christians, so that it 
might almost literally he said, that every green thing 
was burnt up. 
     "The second angel sounded; and as it were a great 
mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea; and 
the third part of the sea became blood." Sea denotes 
any country in a state of agitation or commotion. The 
sea here spoken of was the Roman empire. This trum-
pet sounded when the persecution of the Christians 
commenced under Domitian, A. D. 94, which contin-
ued to rage for most of the time with greater or less 
rigor, until the days of Constantine, A. D. 312, During 
that period, it is probable that one third of the Chris-
tians who lived, were put to death as martyrs. Ships 
would mean, if the figure is carried out, churches; one 
third of these were destroyed. We have no data to get 
the exact proportion of Christians and churches which 
suffered; but probably, if the truth could be known, it 
would not fall much short of one third of the whole 
number who lived during that period. 
     "The third angel sounded, and there fell a great star 
from heaven, burning as it were a lamp." A fallen star, 
in figurative language, denotes an apostate minister of 
the Gospel. This angel sounded as the Arian heresy 
made its appearance, in the reign of Constantine. Arius 

fell into grievous and fatal errors, yet he maintained his 
moral character unimpeachable, burning as it were a 
lamp. Although he had fallen on an important point of 
doctrine, yet he shone, or shed some light-if not the 
brilliancy of a star, yet as the more dim light of a lamp. 
Says Dr. Miller, "Had he not possessed some apparent 
virtues, he would not have been able to form so great a 
design, nor to have proved so formidable an adversary. 
He who does much mischief in deceiving souls, must at 
least have a fair appearance of morals." This star fell 
on a third part of the rivers and fountains of waters. By 
rivers and fountains of waters, we may understand 
those streams and fountains of water which feed or are 
tributary to the sea. The Arian heresy spread itself all 
over the Christian world, and probably one third of the 
provinces which were tributary to the Roman empire 
embraced Arianism. The bitter waters of party strife 
were engendered in the bosom of the church, and the 
result of the contention was the death of many of both 
parties. Also, many of the churches were divided and 
destroyed. This trumpet ceased sounding about A. D. 
538. 
     "The fourth angel sounded, and a third part of the 
sun, moon and stars, were darkened; so that the day 
and night shone not for a third part of them." The sun 
represents the Gospel, or New Testament; the moon, 
the Old Testament; the stars, ministers of the Gospel. 
This trumpet sounded about 538, when the bishop of 
Rome obtained the supremacy in the church, and began 
to prohibit the laity from reading the word of God for 
themselves, or more than some detached passages, pre-
pared or selected for the purpose, with notes. There 
was a state of darkness came on the church. The word 
of God was obscured, and the clergy were ignorant and 
bigoted. This event is the same as the clothing the two 
witnesses with sackcloth. See the explanation of that 
event. An angel was then seen flying through the midst 
of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe to 
the inhabitants of the earth, by reason of the other 
trumpets which are yet to sound. 
     "The fifth angel sounded, and a star fell from heav-
en unto the earth." A star is a fallen minister. The 
sounding of this trumpet took place about A. D. 606, 
when the Mahommedan imposture took its rise. This 
imposture was more the work of a Jew, whom he met 
in his Syrian journeys, and a Nestorian monk who had 
been expelled from his cloister, than the work of Ma-
hommed himself. His system is a confused medley of 
Judaism, Christianity, and heathenism. The exiled 
monk was probably the principal agent in the work of 
forming this imposture, and might with propriety or 
without violence to the figure, be denominated a fallen 
star. The key of the bottomless pit was given him, and 
he opened the pit, and there arose a great smoke out of 
the pit, and the sun (the Gospel,) and the air (the moral 
influence of the Gospel,) were darkened by reason of 

The Probability of the Second 
Coming of Christ About A.D. 1843 
BY J. LITCH, 1838 CHAPTER VI; SECTION Ið Page 146--158 



 

26 

the smoke of the pit. And there came locusts out of the 
smoke upon the earth. Smoke denotes errors, and lo-
custs destructive armies. Mahommed, after he and his 
accomplices had framed their system, began at first to 
propagate his religion by peaceable means. But not 
succeeding to his mind, he soon began to meditate 
more violent measures, and to do by the sword what he 
could not do by argument. They, (the armies of Ma-
hommed) had power, as the scorpions of the earth have 
power. They tormented men by their sudden attacks, 
and the wounds and tortures which they inflicted. It 
was commanded that they should not hurt the grass of 
the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but 
only those men who had not the seal of God in their 
foreheads. Tree, grass and green thing are here used in 
opposition to those men who have not the seal of God 
in their foreheads. These expressions must therefore 
mean those who have the seal of God in their fore-
heads. Says Smith's Key to Revelation, "Among the 
torments inflicted by these Mahommedan powers upon 
the conquered, were the following: Infidels, who re-
jected the Christian religion, and also all idolaters, they 
forced to receive the Mahommedan religion, upon pain 
of death. But Jews and Christians, having their Bibles 
and their religion, they left to the enjoyment of them, 
upon their paying large sums, which they exacted. But 
where the payment of such sums was refused, they 
must either embrace the new religion, or die. But the 
only alternative, for the heathen was, to embrace Ma-
hommedanism, or die. It was commanded them, that 
they should not hurt the grass or trees or any green 
thing, meaning the people of God, or Christians, but 
should let them alone for tribute. 
     This scene changes in the fifth verse, and power is 
given them to torment, but not to kill the men who had 
not the seal of God in their foreheads, for five months. 
To kill, is to conquer, in figurative language; and to 
torment, is to harass by sudden excursions and assaults. 
Five prophetic months are one hundred and fifty years, 
there being thirty days in a Jewish month. This change 
in the power of the locusts, when it was given them to 
torment men for five months, is noticed in the tenth 
and eleventh verses. It was at the time when they had a 
king over them whose name is, in Hebrew, Abaddon, 
but in Greek, Apollyon, which signifies destroyer. For 
near seven hundred years the Mahommedans were di-
vided into several factions. About the close of the thir-
teenth century, a powerful leader arose by the name of 
Ottoman, and united the contending parties under one 
government, which is still known by the name of the 
Ottoman empire. This was the first government, since 
the death of Mahommed, under which his followers 
were united. and as the name Apollyon signifies, great 
has been the destruction of human life under this gov-
ernment. But to return to the description of these warri-
ors. Their torment was as the torment of a scorpion 
when he striketh a man. And in those days shall men 
seek death, and shall not find it, and shall desire to die, 
and death shall flee from them. Says a noted author, 
"Their military laws adjudged such a portion of their 

captives to bondage; and the condition of these, partic-
ularly of the women, was so deplorable (being in the 
power of the most licentious men,) that many would 
prefer death to their condition." Their treatment of their 
enemies "was the most stinging that could well be im-
agined. The appearance of the locusts we will note. 
"The shape of the locusts were like unto horses pre-
pared unto battle." The Turkish armies were principally 
horsemen. Probably more generally so than any other 
army which ever existed. "And on their heads were as 
it were crowns like gold, and their faces as the face of a 
man." The horses were each mounted by a man who 
wore on his head a yellow turban. "They had hair like 
the hair of women." They wore their hair long like 
women, and gave it different twists and dresses, to dis-
tinguish different bands of soldiery. They fought with 
javelins like the teeth of lions. "They had breastplates, 
as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their 
wings were as the sound of chariots of many horses 
running to battle." Their breastplates were shields 
which the Turks carried with them in battle. It is said, 
that when they charged an enemy, they made a noise 
on them like the noise of chariot wheels. "They had 
tails like the tails of scorpions." Each Turkish horse-
man had a scimitar hung at his wrist, with which they 
were so expert, as that, when engaged in close combat, 
they would sever a man's or even a horse's head at a 
blow. 
     It was given them after the rise of the Ottoman em-
pire, to torment or harass and weaken men (the Roman 
empire in the east) five months. If these are prophetic 
months as is probable, it would be one hundred and 
fifty years. But when did that empire rise? Mr. Miller 
has fixed on A. D. 1298. Others, among whom is Gib-
bon, in his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
1299. He says-Othman first invaded the territory of 
Nicomedia on the 27th of July, 1299. He also remarks 
on the singular accuracy of the date, a circumstance not 
often found in the history of those times. He says-"The 
singular accuracy with which this even, is given, seems 
to indicate some foresight of the rapid growth of the 
monster." 
     If we date the origin of this empire in 1299, the hun-
dred and fifty years would end 1449. During that 
length of time, the eastern empire of Rome was har-
assed beyond measure by the Ottoman power, but was 
not subjected entirely to it. The year 1448, Amurath the 
Turkish sultan, besieged Coria, one of the strongest 
cities in the Roman empire. The end of the five months 
would come the next year. We should naturally look 
for some great defeat of the Christian emperor's army. 
But was it so? So far from it, that after a long summer's 
siege and a great loss of men, the fall coming on and 
rains setting in, the Turks raised the siege and retired. 
The empire was now left in peace. One would be al-
most inclined to think the word of prophecy must now 
fail. 
     But the time came, and the word of God was con-
firmed by the event. "John Palaeologus emperor of 
Constantinople, was dead, and his brother, Constantine 
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Deacozes, would not venture to ascend the throne with-
out the permission of Amurath, the Turkish sultan. He 
sent ambassadors to ask his consent before he pre-
sumed to call himself sovereign. This happened A. D. 
1449. This shameful proceeding seemed to presage the 
approaching downfall of the empire. Ducas, the histori-
an, counts John Palaeologus for the last Greek emper-
or, without doubt, because he did not consider as such, 
a prince who had not dared to reign without the permis-
sion of his enemy." Hawkins' Otto. Emp. p. 113. Gib-
bon, an infidel, is so struck with the singular accuracy 
of the record of the origin of this empire, that he attrib-
utes it to some foresight in the historian, of the rapid 
growth of the monster. But would it not become Chris-
tians better, to attribute it to the superintending provi-
dence of that Being who had set a bound for that and 
other empires, which they may not pass? who had giv-
en them power to harass and torment the empire of 
Constantinople five months; and to kill or subject it to 
their own sway, an hour, a day, a mouth, and a year; 
the whole being five hundred and forty-one years and 
fifteen days. 
     The sixth trumpet sounded; and a voice from the 
four horns of the golden altar which is before God, said 
to the sixth angel which had the trumpet-"Loose the 
four angels which are bound in the great river Euphra-
tes." And the four angels were loosed which were pre-
pared for an hour, a day, and a month, and a year, for 
to slay the third part of men. The four angels denote 
ministers of judgment. They refer to the four nations of 
the Seljukian Turks of which the Ottoman empire was 
composed, located near the river Euphrates, at Aleppo, 
Iconium, Damascus and Bagdad. Up to the period of 
1449, they had indeed tormented the Christian empire, 
but could not subject it. When the sixth trumpet sound-
ed, God seems to have overawed the Greek emperor, 
and all power of independence seems, as in a moment, 
to have fled. He, in the most strange and unaccountable 
manner, voluntarily acknowledged that he reigned by 
the permission of the Turkish sultan. The Turks very 
soon after this addressed themselves to the work of 
reducing Constantinople. This they effected, A. D. 
1453, four years after the emperor obtained permission 
to ascend the throne. The last third of the ancient Ro-
man empire was now reduced by Turkish arms. The 
number of horsemen were two hundred thousand thou-

sand; what this number means, expositors have been at 
a loss to determine. But I am inclined to believe with 
Mr. Miller, that it means two hundred thousand twice 
told, making four hundred thousand in all. What makes 
this probable, is the fact, that the Turks usually had 
from three to four hundred thousand horsemen in their 
army. They had, when Constantinople was taken, three 
hundred thousand, and some say four hundred thou-
sand horsemen, beside many foot, and a fleet. Since the 
fifth trumpet sounded, there has been an astonishing 
change in the arms of the Turks. They then had breast-
plates of iron, and were armed with dirks and scimitars. 
Now the scene is changed, and they are prepared with 
breastplates of fire, and of jacinth and brimstone. And 
out of the mouths of the horses, proceeded fire, and 
smoke, and brimstone. Their power was in their mouth 
and tail; their tails were like serpents; long, cylindrical 
instruments like serpents with heads in them, (bullets) 
with which they did hurt. This description has long 
been considered by expositors as a description of fire 
arms and gunpowder. And, indeed, I do not know how 
any one who knew nothing of such instruments, could 
describe them more clearly. The design of these 
plagues is stated in the twentieth verse. It was to lead 
the people on whom these plagues were inflicted, to 
repent of their sins and break them of devil worship, 
etc. But they did not repent, neither of their murders, 
nor their sorceries, nor fornications, nor of their thefts. 
They, like most on whom the judgments of God fall, 
remain impenitent to this day; and the Turks continue 
to oppress them. 
     But when will this power be overthrown? Accord-
ing to the calculations already made, that the five 
months ended 1449, the hour, fifteen days, the day, one 
year, the month, thirty years, and the year, three hun-
dred and sixty years; in all, three hundred and ninety-
one years and fifteen days, will end in A. D. 1840, 
some time in the month of August. The prophecy is the 
most remarkable and definite, (even descending to the 
days) of any in the Bible, relating to these great events. 
It is as singular as the record of the time when the em-
pire rose. The facts are now before the reader, and he 
must make what disposition of them he thinks best. 
The sixth woe yet continues, and will till the great river 
Euphrates is dried up, and the seventh trumpet sounds. 
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T  E    S  W .ðR .  
     A very general impression prevails at the present 
time among all classes and in all countries, so far as we 
have information, that we are on the point of some 
great revolution, both in the political and moral world. 
And it is most strikingly illustrative of the declaration 
of the Savior, Luke xxi. 25, 26, that there should be "on 
earth distress of national with perplexity. And men's 
hearts failing them with fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth."   
     Even the most skeptical, respecting the speedy ap-
pearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, are constrained to 
believe that something is to take place. But what that 
"something" is to be, can only be known from the Holy 
Scriptures. What then do they teach us of the events of 
futurity? should be the serious inquiry of every sincere 
inquirer after truth The public mind seems at the pre-
sent time to be directed especially towards the affairs 
of the east--Constantinople, and the surrounding na-
tions. This state of things has probably been brought 
about in a great measure by Brother Miller's lectures; 
and other works on the same subject. 
     This being the case it is important at the present 
time, that something definite should be spread before 
the public in relation to the event we may anticipate. It 
will not come within the compass of my design to go 
into a full explanation of the prophecy on which the 
following calculations are founded; but simply to give 
a synopsis of the calculations themselves, and some 
general reasons for them. 
     The prophecy in question is, 9th chapter of Revela-
tion. That chapter is by general consent applied to the 
Mahometan Religion, and the Ottoman government, as 
arising out of the Mahomedan system. 
      The sounding of the fifth apocalyptic trumpet Rev. 
9, 1, and the accompanying event, is believed to repre-
sent the rise of Mahomedanism, and a host of warlike 
armies, by which that religion was propagated. These 
armies were for several centuries led on by the chief-
tains of the several clans into which they were divided: 
but in the one of the 13th century the different factions 
of Mahomedans were gathered under one leader or 
king, and formed one general government which has 
continued to the present time; I mean the Ottoman or 
Turkish empire. From the time of this organization 
under one leader, and he both a temporal and ecclesias-
tical ruler, [for he was both king and angel, or minister, 
of the bottomless pit] they were commissioned to tor-
ment men for five prophetic months, or 150 years. 
They were to be restrained from killing, politically, 
those who were the subjects of their oppressions; but 
they had power to torment, them five months. The five 
months were to close up the period of the fifth trumpet. 
I think it is very generally agreed that the Greek empire 

was the people whom they were to torment, and ulti-
mately politically to put to death.  
     When then did the five month of Turkish torment on 
the Greeks commence? Not until they had a king over 
them, or were gathered under one government. The 
Ottoman government was established about A. D. 1293 
or 9. And, according to Gibbon, Ottoman first entered 
the territory of Nicomedia, and commenced his attack 
on the Greeks on July 27th, 1299. The time, 150 years 
would bring us to 1449, when the fifth trumpet, would 
end, and the sixth begin to sound. 
      'And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice 
from the four horns, of the golden alter, which is before 
God, saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, 
loose the four angels which are bound in the great Riv-
er Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, which 
were prepared for an hour, and a day and a month, and 
a year, to slay the third part of man." Chap iii. verses 
13, 15. 
     According to the prediction, at the termination of 
the five months, the first woe or fifth trumpet was past; 
and when the second woe or sixth angel began, the 
restraining power by which the nation composing the 
Ottoman empire ware held in check and only permitted 
to torment men, was taken off, and power given them 
to slay, politically, a third part of men, or the third part 
of the old Roman empire; that part included in the 
Greek empire. 
     Accordingly, from 1299 to 1449, the Turks were 
continually tormenting the Greeks by petty incursions 
and wars, yet without conquering them. But in 1449 a 
circumstance took place which strikingly, fulfilled the 
prophecy of the sounding of the sixth angel.  
     The Greek emperor died in that year and left his 
throne to his brother. But although it was a time of 
peace in the empire, before that brother dared ascend 
the throne of Constantinople and reign, he sent his am-
bassadors to Anereth, the Turkish sultan, and requested 
and obtained his permission to reign; and was then 
proclaimed emperor of Greece. Thus voluntarily did he 
acknowledge that his independence was gone and that 
the Greek empire only existed by permission of its 
deadly foe. The Turkish nations were therefore loosed 
by divine command. 
     The time during which they were to continue their 
conquests, was on hour, 15 days, a day, one year, a 
month, 30 years, and a year 360 years, the whole 
amounting to 391 years 15 days. 
     Allowing the first period, 150 years to have been 
exactly fulfilled before Deacozes ascended the throne 
by permission of the Turks, and that the 391 years 15 
days commenced at the close of the first period, it will 
end in the 11th of August, 1840, when the Ottoman 
power in Constantinople may be expected to be bro-
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ken. And this, I believe, will be found to be the case.  
     But still there is no positive first period [that] was 
exactly to a day, fulfilled; nor yet that the second peri-
od begun, to a day, where the first closed. If they begun 
and ended so, the above calculation will be correct. If 
they did not then there will be a variation in the conclu-
sion: but the evidence is clear that there cannot be a 
years variation from that calculation; we must wait 
patiently for the issue.  
     But what, it is asked, will be the effect on your own 
mind, if it does not come out according to the above 
calculation? Will not your confidence in your theory be 
shaken? I reply, not at all. The prophecy in hand is an 
isolated one; and a failure in the calculation does not 
necessarily affect any other calculation. But yet, when-
ever it is fulfilled, whether in 1840, or at a future peri-
od, it will open the way, for the scenes of the last day. 

Let no man, therefore, triumph, even if there should be 
an error of a few months in our calculation on this 
prophesy.  

August 1, 1840 JVHe, HST 70.14 

The Great Crisis  
Eighteen Hundred Forty-Three 

The Signs of the Times [Himes] August 4, 1842 

   And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst 
of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Wo, Wo, Wo, to the in-
hibiters of the earth, by reason of the other voices of the 
trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound... Rev. 
viii. 13 
   The second wo is past; and behold, the third wo cometh 
quickly.... Rev. xi. 14. 
   And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voic-
es in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christôs and he shall 
reign for ever and ever. Rev. xi. 15 
   And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the 
time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou 
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to 
the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and 
shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth... Rev. xi. 18 

 
R , N  C . 

     The book of Revelation has long been looked upon 
as a book of inexplicable mysteries, altogether beyond 
the reach of the comprehension of mortals. And this 
opinion has received too much encouragement from 
professed teachers and expounders of the word of God, 
many of them of eminent talents and various learning. 
It is greatly to be feared much evil has been done by 
their unguarded remarks respecting the obscurity of 
unfulfilled prophecy in general, and the book of Reve-
lation in particular. Can it be otherwise than that the 
Holy Spirit is grieved, and the God of Revelation 
slighted and insulted, by such insinuations and remarks 
as are frequently made in reference to the sure word of 
prophecy? How differently has the author of the book 
expressed himself in reference to it! He calls it, "The 
Book Of The Revelation Of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave unto him, to SHOW unto his servants things 

which must shortly come to pass: and he sent and sig-
nified it by his angel unto his servant John, who bare 
record," etc.  
     If it is a revelation, then it is not an inexplicable 
mystery, but the mind of God made known to man. 
"Blessed," then, "is he that readeth, and they which 
hear the words of the prophecy of this book." If God, 
then, has pronounced a blessing on the reader of this 
book, who shall disannul it? We may say, "Let them 
curse, but bless thou."  
     It is admitted that the book is highly figurative and 
cannot be readily understood without labor and pains-
taking. But at the same time this admission is made, it 
is maintained that there is a key for interpreting all the 
figures of the Holy Scriptures, if we will but take the 
pains to reach for it, comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual. 
     But to our subject. The text is a part of a prediction 
of a long series of events, presented under the sounding 
by seven angels of seven trumpets. What events were 
shadowed forth by the sounding of the first four angels, 
we shall not now stop to inquire, but shall come at once 
to the fifth trumpet, and the events which accompanied 
its sounding. 
     When the fourth angel ceased to sound, it was said, 
"Wo, wo, wo to the inhabiters of the earth, by reason of 
the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels 
which are yet to sound."   
     Rev. ix. 1: "And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a 
star fall from heaven unto the earth; and to him was 
given the key of the bottomless pit." 
     A star, in the figurative language of Revelation, is a 
minister of religion. See Rev. i. 20: "The seven stars 
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are the angels (or ministers) of the seven churches." A 
fallen star, then would signify a fallen or heretical min-
ister of religion. This was undoubtedly the Arabian 
impostor, Mahomet. There is so general an agreement 
among Christians, especially protestant commentators, 
that the subject of this prediction is Mahommedism, I 
shall not enter into the argument at large to prove it; 
but in passing, shall merely give a brief exposition of 
the emblems used, and their application in the text. 
     Verse 2: "And he opened the bottomless pit; and 
there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a 
great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by 
reason of the smoke of the pit."  
     If Mahomet was the fallen star who opened the bot-
tomless pit, then the smoke was the cloud of errors 
which arose through his instrumentality, darkening the 
sun, (gospel light,) and the air, (the influence of Chris-
tianity on the minds of men.) In this enterprise, he and 
his followers were so successful that the light of Chris-
tianity almost disappeared wherever he gained an influ-
ence; and the smoke of the pit produced nearly total 
darkness throughout the eastern church.   
     Verse 3: "And there came out of the smoke locusts 
upon the earth; and unto them was given power as the 
scorpions of the earth have power."   
     Locusts upon the earth. That these locusts were em-
blems of an army, is clear from verses 7 and 8: "And 
the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared 
unto battle; and on their heads were crowns like gold, 
and their faces were as the faces of men. And they had 
hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were as the 
teeth of lions," etc.   
     This description corresponds strikingly with the 
description history gives us of the Mahommedan 
horsemen. 1. The shape of the locusts, like horses pre-
pared for battle. 2. Their headdress. "Faces of men, hair 
as the hair of women, and crowns like gold on their 
heads." Such is the description of a Mahommedan 
horseman prepared for battle. A horse, a rider with a 
man's face, long flowing beard, woman's hair, flowing 
or plaited, and the head encircled with a yellow turban, 
like gold.  
     "Was given power, as the scorpions of the earth 
have power."  
     "The scorpion is generally two inches in length, and 
resembles so much the lobster in form, that the latter is 
called by the Arabs the sea-scorpion. The poison of this 
animal is in its tail, at the end of which is a small, 
curved, sharp-pointed sting, similar to the prickle of a 
buckthorn tree; the curve being downward, it turns its 
tail upward when it strikes a blow. Some are yellow, 
others brown, and some black. The yellow possesses 
the strongest poison, but the venom of each affects the 
wounded part with frigidity, which takes place soon 
after the sting has been inflicted." 51   
     Descartes gives an account of the effect produced 
by the sting of a scorpion. "Where the scorpion has 
stung, the place becomes inflamed and hardened. It 
reddens by tension, and is painful by intervals, being 
now chilly, and now burning. The pain soon rises high 

and rages; sometimes more, sometimes less. A sweat-
ing succeeds, attended by a shivering and trembling; 
the extremities of the body become cold; the groin 
swells; the hair stands on end; the visage becomes pale; 
and the skin feels throughout it the sensation of perpet-
ual prickling, as if by needles."   
     Martinicus says of the attack," Scorpions have nip-
pers, or pincers, with which they keep hold of what 
they seize, after they have wounded it with their sting."  
     The Mahommedan armies were principally horse-
men; and these armies were the principal instruments 
by means of which the Mahommedan religion was 
propagated. Like the scorpion, Mahomet stung the sub-
jects of his proselytism, and infused the poison of his 
doctrines, and continued to hold them by the force of 
arms, until it had affected the whole man, and the sub-
ject settled down in the belief of his delusive errors. 
For ten years Mahomet labored in Mecca to propagate 
his religion by moral means; but it made but slow pro-
gress. He then was obliged, by flight to Medina, to 
save his own life. In Medina he was cordially received, 
and soon assumed both the regal and sacerdotal charac-
ters, enlisted an army, and commenced the extension of 
his religion by the power of the sword. Wherever his 
arms triumphed, there his religion was imposed on 
men, whether they believed it or not. It was not a gen-
tle infusion of truth by moral suasion, but a violent, 
forcible imposition of falsehood, or poisonous error, 
and a retention by force of the victim, until the poison 
took effect.  
     "The successors of the prophet propagated his faith 
and imitated his example; and such was the rapidity of 
their progress, that in the space of a century, Persia, 
Syria, Egypt, Africa, and Spain, had submitted to the 
victorious arms of the Arabian and Saracen conquer-
ors." 52  
     Verse 4: "And it was commanded them that they 
should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green 
thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have 
not the seal of God in their foreheads."   
     Grass, green thing, and tree, are here put in opposi-
tion to those men who have not the seal of God, etc. If 
so, they must mean those who have the seal of God--
his worshippers.  
     "Among the torments inflicted by the Mohammedan 
powers upon the conquered, were the following:--
Infidels, who rejected the Christian religion, and also 
all idolaters, they forced to receive the Mohammedan 
religion, upon pain of death. But Jews and Christians, 
who had their Bibles and their religion, they left to the 
enjoyment of them, upon their paying large sums, 
which they exacted. But where the payment of such 
sums was refused, they must either embrace the new 
religion or die." 53 Thus it was commanded them not 
to hurt grass, green thing, tree--Christians; but those 
who had not the seal of God--infidels and heathen.  
     Verse 5: "And to them it was given that they should 
not kill them, but that they should be tormented five 
months."  
     As the language thus far has been figurative; so it 
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must be here also. To kill, signifies a political death, or 
subjection. The nation of Christians who were the sub-
jects of this plague were to be tormented five months, 
but not politically slain. Five months is one hundred 
and fifty days; each day a full solar year; the whole 
time one hundred and fifty years.   
     Verse 6: "And in those days men shall seek death, 
and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death 
shall flee from them.   
     This, of course, is the same death as that in verse 5, 
viz., political. Such was the misery of the Greeks, oc-
casioned by the wars in which they were almost contin-
ually embroiled with the Mohammedan powers, that 
very many would have preferred an entire subjection of 
the empire to them, to the protracted miseries the war 
occasioned. But this was not permitted; political death 
fled from them.   
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     Verse 10: "Their power was to hurt men five 
months."  

1. The question arises, What men were they to 
hurt five months? Undoubtedly, the same they 
were afterwards to slay; (see verse 15.) "The 
third part of men," or third of the Roman em-
pire--the Greek division of it.   
2. When were they to begin their work of tor-
ment? The 11th verse answers the question:--
"They had a king over them, which is the an-
gel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the 
Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek 
hath his name Apollyon."   

1. "They had a king over them." From the death of Ma-
homet until near the close of the 13th century, the Ma-
hommedans were divided into various factions, under 
several leaders, with no general civil government ex-
tending over them all. Near the close of the 13th centu-
ry, Othman founded a government, which has since 
been known as the Ottoman government, or empire, 
extending over all the principal Mohommedan tribes, 
consolidating them into one grand monarchy.  
     2. The character of the king. "Which is the angel of 
the bottomless pit." An angel signifies a messenger, or 
minister, either good or bad; not always a spiritual be-
ing. "The angel of the bottomless pit," or chief minister 
of the religion which came from thence when it was 
opened. That religion is Mahommedism, and the Sultan 
is its chief minister. "The Sultan, or Grand Seignior, as 
he is indifferently called, is also Supreme Caliph, or 
high priest, uniting in his person the highest spiritual 
dignity with the supreme secular authority."   
     When the address of "The World's Anti-Slavery 
Convention" was presented to Mehemet Ali, he ex-
pressed his willingness to act in the matter, but said he 
could do nothing; they "must go to the heads of reli-
gion at Constantinople," that is, the Sultan.   
     3. His name. In Hebrew, "Abaddon," the destroyer; 
in Greek, "Apollyon" one that exterminates or destroys. 

Having two different names in the two languages, it is 
evident that the character rather than the name of the 
power is intended to be represented. If so, in both lan-
guage he is a destroyer. Such has always been the char-
acter of the Ottoman government.   
     Says Perkins, "He," the Sultan, "has unlimited pow-
er over the lives and property of his subjects, especially 
of the high officers of state, whom he can remove, 
plunder or put to death at pleasure. They are required 
submissively to kiss the bow-string which he sends 
them, wherewith they are to be strangled."  
     All the above marks apply to the Ottoman govern-
ment in a striking manner.   
     But when did Othman make his first assault on the 
Greek empire? According to Gibbon ("Decl. and Fall" 
etc.) "Othman first entered the territory of Nicomedia 
on the 27th day of July, 1299."   
     The calculations of some writers have gone upon 
the supposition that the period should begin with the 
foundation of the Ottoman empire; but this is evidently 
an error: for they not only were to have a king over 
them, but were to torment men five months. But the 
period of torment could not begin before the first attack 
of the tormentors, which was as above, July 27th, 
1299.  
     The calculation which follows, founded on this 
starting-point, was made and published in "Christ's 
Second Coming," etc., by the author in 1838.  
     "And their power was to torment men five months." 
Thus far their commission extended, to torment, by 
constant depredations, but not: politically to kill them. 
"Five months;" that it is, one hundred and fifty years. 
Commencing July 27th, 1299, the one hundred and 
fifty years reach to 1449. During that whole period the 
Turks were engaged in an almost perpetual war with 
the Greek empire, but yet without conquering it. They 
seized upon and held several of the Greek provinces, 
but still Greek independence was maintained in Con-
stantinople. But in 1449, the termination of the one 
hundred and fifty years, a change came. Before pre-
senting the history of that change, however, we will 
look at verses 12--15.   
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     Verse 12: "One wo is past; and behold, there come 
two woes more hereafter."  
     Verse 13: "And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard 
a voice, from the four horns of the golden altar which 
is before God."   
     Verse 14: "Saying to the sixth angel which had the 
trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the 
great river Euphrates."   
     Verse 15: "And the four angels were loosed, which 
were prepared for an hour, a day, a months and a year, 
for to slay the third part of men."   
     The first wo was to continue from the rise of Ma-
hommedism until the end of the five months. Then the 
first wo was to end, and the second begin. And when 
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the sixth angel sounded, it was commanded to take off 
the restraints which had been imposed on the nation, by 
which they were restricted to the work of tormenting 
men, and their commission extended to slay the third 
part of men. This command came from the four horns 
of the golden altar which is before God. "The four an-
gels," are the four principal sultanies of which the Ot-
toman empire is composed, located in the country of 
the Euphrates. They had been restrained; God com-
manded, and they were loosed.   
     In the year 1449, John Palaeologus, the Greek em-
peror, died, but left no children to inherit his throne, 
and Constantine Deacozes succeeded to it. But he 
would not venture to ascend the throne without the 
consent of Amurath, the Turkish Sultan. He therefore 
sent ambassadors to ask his consent, and obtained it, 
before he presumed to call himself sovereign.  
     "This shameful proceeding seemed to presage the 
approaching downfall of the empire. Ducas, the histori-
an, counts John Palaeologus for the last Greek emper-
or, without doubt, because he did not consider as such 
a prince who had not dared to reign without the permis-
sion, of his enemy."   
     Let this historical fact be carefully examined in con-
nection with the prediction above. This was not a vio-
lent assault made on the Greeks, by which their empire 
was overthrown and their independence taken away, 
but simply a voluntary surrender of that independence 
into the hands of the Turks, by saying, "I cannot reign 
unless you permit."   
     The four angels were loosed for an hour, a day, a 
month, and a year, to slay the third part of men. This 
period amounts to three hundred and ninety-one years 
and fifteen days; during which Ottoman supremacy 
was to exist in Constantinople.   
     Commencing when the one hundred and fifty years 
ended, in 1449, the period would end August 11th, 
1840. Judging from the manner of the commencement 
of the Ottoman supremacy, that it was by a voluntary 
acknowledgment on the part of the Greek emperor that 
he only reigned by permission of the Turkish Sultan, 
we should naturally conclude that the fall or departure 
of Ottoman independence would be brought about in 
the same way; that at the end of the specified period, 
the Sultan would voluntarily surrender his independ-
ence into the hands of the Christian powers, from 
whom he received it.   
     When the foregoing calculation was made, it was 
purely a matter of calculation on the prophetic periods 
of Scripture. Now, however, the time has passed by, 
and it is proper to inquire what the result has been--
whether it has corresponded with the previous calcula-
tion.   
     1. Has the Ottoman independence in Constantinople 
departed, and is it in Christian hands?   
Let the following testimony answer the question.  
     First Testimony. The London Morning Herald, after 
the capture of St. Jean d'Acre, speaking of the state of 
things in the Ottoman empire, says:--"We (the allies) 
have conquered St. Jean d'Acre. We have dissipated 

into thin air the prestige that lately invested as with a 
halo the name of Mehemet Ali. We have in all proba-
bility destroyed forever the power of that hitherto suc-
cessful ruler. But have we done aught to restore 
strength to the Ottoman empire? We fear not. We fear 
that the Sultan has been reduced to the rank of a pup-
pet; and that the sources of the Turkish Empire's 
strength are entirely destroyed.   
     "If the supremacy of the Sultan is hereafter to be 
maintained in Egypt, it must be maintained, we fear, by 
the unceasing intervention of England and Russia."  
     What the London Morning Herald last November 
feared, has since been realized. The Sultan has been 
entirely, in all the great questions which have come up, 
under the dictation of the Christian kingdoms of Eu-
rope; and on them he has been dependent for support 
against Mehemet.   
     Second Testimony. The following is from Rev. Mr. 
Goodell, missionary of the American Board at Con-
stantinople, addressed to the Board, and by them pub-
lished in the Missionary Herald for April, 1841, p. 160.  
     "The power of Islamism, is broken forever; and 
there is no concealing the fact even from themselves. 
They exist now by mere sufferance. And though there 
is a mighty effort made by the Christian governments 
to sustain them, yet at every step they sink lower and 
lower with fearful velocity. And though there is a great 
endeavor made to graft the institutions of civilized and 
Christian countries upon the decayed trunk, yet the 
very root itself is fast wasting away by the venom of its 
own poison. How wonderful it is, that, when all Chris-
tendom combined together to check the progress of 
Mahommedan power, it waxed exceedingly great in 
spite of every opposition; and now, when all the 
mighty potentates of Christian Europe, who feel fully 
competent to settle all the quarrels, and arrange all the 
affairs of the whole world, are leagued together for its 
protection and defense, down it comes, in spite of all 
their fostering care."   
     This, let it be remembered, is the clear, positive 
testimony of an eye-witness, a man who is on the spot, 
and who knows whereof he affirms. For truth and ve-
racity, he has the confidence of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and they, in their 
official organ, have given publicity to the testimony. 
Reader, please review this witness's testimony, and 
mark its point and strength.   
     Third Testimony. The following is an extract from a 
London paper. The article is headed, "The Waning of 
the Ottoman Empire." It has been copied into most of 
the leading journals of this country, without one word 
of dissent on the part of any. Thus the whole editorial 
corps in this country have given it their official sanc-
tion.  
     The object of the writer is to show the relative con-
dition of the Turkish and Christian powers of Europe. 
In former times the Turkish empire exceeded in power 
every kingdom in Europe. But the scene is changed; 
the Turks are weakened, and the Christian nations 
strengthened. The article concludes thus: "The day they 
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(the nations of Europe) counted their numbers was to 
be the last of Constantinople; and that day has every-
where come."  
     So, according to all our leading periodicals, the last 
of Constantinople has come.   
     Fourth Testimony. Dr. Bond, editor of the Christian 
Advocate and Journal, New York, in one of the May 
numbers of that paper, concludes his account of East-
ern affairs thus: "The Mahommedan nations are effec-
tually in the hands, and at the mercy of the Christian 
governments."  
     Fifth Testimony. Rev. Mr. Balch, of Providence, R. 
I., in an attack on Mr. Miller for saying that the Otto-
man empire fell last year, says: "How can an honest 
man have the hardihood to stand up before an intelli-
gent audience, and make such an assertion, when the 
most authentic version of the change of the Ottoman 
empire is that it has not been on a better foundation in 
fifty years, for it is now re-organized by the European 
kingdoms, and is honorably treated as such."  
     But how does it happen that Christian Europe re-
organized the government? What need of it, if it was 
not disorganized? If Christian Europe has done this, 
then it is now, to all intents and purposes, a Christian 
government, and is only ruled nominally by the Sultan, 
as their vassal.  
     The foregoing testimonies on the question in hand 
are explicit, and show conclusively that Turkish inde-
pendence is gone, and that the Christian powers of Eu-
rope have it in their hands.   
     2. When did Mahommedan independence in Con-
stantinople depart?    
     In order to answer this question understandingly, it 
will be necessary to review briefly the history of that 
power for a few years past.   
     For several years the Sultan has been embroiled in 
war with Mehemet Ali, Pasha of Egypt. In 1838 there 
was a threatening of war between the Sultan and his 
Egyptian vassal. Mehemet Ali Pecha, in a note ad-
dressed to the foreign consuls, declared that in future 
he would pay no tribute to the Porte, and that he con-
sidered himself independent sovereign of Egypt, Ara-
bia, and Syria. The Sultan, naturally incensed at this 
declaration, would have immediately commenced hos-
tilities, had he not been restrained by the influence of 
the foreign ambassadors, and persuaded to delay. This 
war, however, was finally averted by the announce-
ment of Mehemet, that he was ready to pay a million of 
dollars, arrearages of tribute which he owed the Porte, 
and an actual payment of $750,000, in August of that 
year.  
     In 1839 hostilities again commenced, and were 
prosecuted, until, in a general battle between the armies 
of the Sultan and Mehemet, the Sultan's army was en-
tirely cut up and destroyed, and his fleet taken by Me-
hemet and carried into Egypt. So completely had the 
Sultan's fleet been reduced, that, when hostilities com-
menced last August, he had only two first-rates and 
three frigates, as the sad remains of the once powerful 
Turkish fleet. This fleet Mehemet positively refused to 

give up and return to the Sultan, and declared if the 
powers attempted to take it from him, he would burn it.  
     In this posture affairs stood, when, in 1840, Eng-
land, Russia, Austria, and Prussia, interposed, and de-
termined on a settlement of the difficulty; for it was 
evident, if let alone, Mehemet would soon become 
master of the Sultan's throne.   
     The following extracts from an official document, 
which appeared in the Moniteur Ottoman, Aug. 22, 
1840, will give an idea of the course of affairs at this 
juncture. The conference spoken of was composed of 
the four powers above named, and was held in London, 
July 15th, 1840.   
     "Subsequent to the occurrence of the disputes allud-
ed to, and after the reverses experienced, as known to 
all the world, the ambassadors of the great powers at 
Constantinople, in a collective official note, declared, 
that their governments were unanimously agreed upon 
taking measures to arrange the said differences. The 
Sublime Porte, with a view of putting a stop to the ef-
fusion of Mussulman blood, and to the various evils 
which would arise from a renewal of hostilities, accept-
ed the intervention of the great powers."  
     Here was certainly a voluntary surrender of the 
question into the hands of the great powers. But it pro-
ceeds:  
     "His Excellency, Sheikh Effendi, the Bey Likgis, 
was therefore dispatched as plenipotentiary to represent 
the Sublime Porte at the conference which took place 
in London, for the purpose in question. It having been 
felt that all the zealous labors of the conferences of 
London in the settlement of the Pasha's pretensions 
were useless, and that the only public way was to have 
recourse to coercive measures to reduce him to obedi-
ence, in case he persisted in not listening to pacific 
overtures, the powers have, together with the Ottoman 
Plenipotentiary, drawn up and signed a treaty, whereby 
the Sultan offers the Pecha the hereditary government 
of Egypt, and all that part of Syria extending from the 
gulf of Suez to the lake of Tiberias, together with the 
province of Acre, for life; the Pecha, on his part, evac-
uating all other parts of the Sultan's dominions now 
occupied by him, and returning the Ottoman fleet. A 
certain space of time has been granted him to accede to 
these terms; and, as the proposals of the Sultan and his 
allies, the four powers, do not admit of any change or 
qualification, if the Pecha refuse to accede to them, it is 
evident that the evil consequences to fall upon him will 
be attributable solely to his own fault.   
     "His Excellency, Rifat Bey, Musleshar for foreign 
affairs, has been dispatched in a government steamer to 
Alexandria, to communicate the ultimatum to the 
Pecha."  
     From these extracts it appears,--   
1. That the Sultan, conscious of his own weakness, did 
voluntarily accept the intervention of the great Chris-
tian powers of Europe to settle his difficulties, which 
he could not settle himself.  
2. That they (the great powers) were agreed on taking 
measures to settle the difficulties.   
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3. That the ultimatum of the London conference left it 
with the Sultan to arrange the affair with Mehemet, if 
he could. The Sultan was to offer to him the terms of 
settlement. So that if Mehemet accepted the terms, 
there would still be no actual intervention of the pow-
ers between the Sultan and Pecha.   
4. That if Mehemet rejected the Sultan's offer, the ulti-
matum admitted of no change or qualification; the 
great powers stood pledged to coerce him into submis-
sion. So long, therefore, as the Sultan held the ultima-
tum in his own hands, he still maintained the independ-
ence of his throne. But that document once submitted 
to Mehemet, and it would be forever beyond his reach 
to control the question. It would be for Mehemet to say 
whether the powers should interpose or not.  
5. The Sultan did dispatch Rifat Bey, in a government 
steamer, (which left Constantinople Aug. 5,) to Alex-
andria, to communicate to Mehemet the ultimatum.  
     This was a voluntary governmental act of the Sul-
tan.  
     The question now comes up, When was that docu-
ment put officially under the control of Mehemet Ali?  
     The following extract of a letter from a correspond-
ent of the London Morning Chronicle, of Sept. 18, 
1840, dated "Constantinople, Aug. 27th, 1840," will 
answer the question.   
     "By the French steamer of the 24th, we have advic-
es from Egypt to the 16th. They show no alteration in 
the resolution of the Pecha. Confiding in the valor of 
his Arab army, and in the strength of the fortifications 
which defend his capital, he seems determined to abide 
by the last alternative; and as recourse to this, there-
fore, is now inevitable, all hope may be considered as 
at an end of a termination of the affair without blood-
shed. Immediately on the arrival of the Cyclops steam-
er with the news of the convention of the four powers, 
Mehemet Ali, it is stated, had quitted Alexandria, to 
make a short tour through Lower Egypt. The object of 
his absenting himself at such a moment being partly to 
avoid conferences with the European consuls, but prin-
cipally to endeavor by his own presence to arouse the 
fanaticism of the Bedouin tribes, and facilitate the rais-
ing of his new levies. During the interval of this ab-
sence, the Turkish government steamer, which had 
reached Alexandria on the 11th, with the envoy Rifat 
Bey on board, had been by his orders placed in quaran-
tine, and she was not released from it till the 16th. Pre-
vious, however, to the Porte's leaving, and on the very 
day on which he had been admitted to pratique, the 
above named functionary had had an audience of the 
Pecha, and had communicated to him the command of 
the Sultan, with respect to the evacuation of the Syrian 
provinces, appointing another audience for the next 
day, when, in the presence of the consuls of the Euro-
pean powers, he would receive from him his definite 
answer, and inform him of the alternative of his refus-
ing to obey; giving him the ten days which have been 
allotted him by the convention to decide on the course 
he should think fit to adopt."   
     According to the foregoing statement, the ultimatum 

was officially put into the power of Mehemet Ali, and 
was disposed of by his order, viz., sent to quarantine, 
on the Eleventh day of August, 1840.   
      But have we any evidence, beside the fact of the 
arrival of Rifat Bey at Alexandria with the ultimatum 
on the 11th of August, that Ottoman supremacy died, 
or was dead, that day?   
     Read the following, from the same writer quoted 
above, dated "Constantinople, August 12, 1840." 
     "I can add but little to my last letter on the subject 
of the plans of the four powers; and I believe the de-
tails I then gave you comprise everything that is yet 
decided on. The portion of the Pecha, as I then stated, 
is not to extend beyond the line of Acre, and does not 
include either Arabia or Candia. Egypt alone is to be 
hereditary in his family, and the province of Acre to be 
considered as a pachalic, to be governed by his son 
during his lifetime, but afterward to depend on the will 
of the Porte; and even this latter is only to be granted 
him on the condition of his accepting these terms, and 
delivering up the Ottoman fleet within ten days. In the 
event of his not doing so, this pachalic is to be cut off. 
Egypt is then to be offered him, with another ten days 
to deliberate on it, before actual force is employed 
against him.  
     "The manner, however, of applying the force, 
should he refuse to comply with these terms,--whether 
a simple blockade is to be established on the coast, or 
whether his capital is to be bombarded, and his armies 
attacked in the Syrian provinces,--is the point which 
still remains to be learned; nor does a note delivered 
yesterday by the four ambassadors, in answer to a 
question put to them by the Porte, as to the plan to be 
adopted in such an event, throw the least light on this 
subject. It simply states that provision has been made, 
and there is no necessity for the Divan alarming itself 
about any contingency that might afterwards arise."  
     Let us now analyze this testimony.   
     1. The letter is dated "Constantinople, Aug 12."   
     2. "Yesterday," the 11th of August, the Sultan ap-
plied, in his own capital, to the ambassadors of four 
Christian nations, to know the measures which were to 
be taken in reference to a circumstance vitally affecting 
his empire; and was only told that "provision had been 
made," but he could not know what it was; and that he 
need give himself no alarm "about any contingency 
which might afterwards arise!!" From that time, then, 
they, and not he, would manage that.   
     Where was the Sultan's independence that day? 
GONE. Who had the supremacy of the Ottoman em-
pire in their hands? The great powers.   
     According to previous calculation, therefore, Otto-
man Supremacy did depart on the ELEVENTH OF 
AUGUST into the hands of the great Christian powers 
of Europe.  
     Then the second wo is past, and the sixth trumpet 
has ceased its sounding; and the conclusion is now 
inevitable, because the word of God affirms the fact in 
so many words, "Behold, the third wo cometh quick-
ly." And "in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, 
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when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God shall 
be finished." But what will take place when the seventh 
angel sounds? I answer, Great voices will be heard in 
heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world have be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ, and he 
shall reign forever and ever." 58 Nor is this event a 
mere spiritual reign over the kingdoms of this world; 
but the Revelator goes on to say, "and thy wrath is 
come, and the time of the dead, that they should be 
judged; and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy 
servants the prophets, the saints, and them that fear thy 
name, small and great, and shouldest destroy them that 
destroy the earth." This, then, is the consummation, 
when every one shall receive his retribution, according 
to what he has done.   
     "The third wo cometh quickly." It cannot be afar 
off; it is nigh, even at the door. Men may scornfully 
inquire, "Where is the promise of his coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning." "But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night." There are abundant prom-
ises of his coming, and that speedily. But I do not ex-
pect another sign equal in strength and conclusiveness 
to the one now spread out before us in the present dis-
course. The present calculation was before the world 
two years and more before the time of fulfilment; and 
the attention of the whole community was turned to-
ward it. There are few persons, in New England at 
least, whose minds were not arrested and turned to the 
11th of August; and vast multitudes were ready to say, 
ay, did say, If this event takes place according to the 
calculation, at the time specified, we will believe the 
doctrine of the advent near. But how is it with them 
now? Why, just as it was with the old Jews in the days 
of Christ; when he was every day performing the most 
stupendous miracles in then sight, they said to him, 
"Master, we would see a sign of thee." So now: men 
desire a sign from heaven. But let them be assured, 
they can never have a more convincing one than this;--
the last great prophecy with which a prophetic period is 
connected, except the concluding period, when Christ 
will come, has been filled up in the exact time, and has 
brought us to the very verge of eternity. There is no 
time to be whiled away in idleness or indifference by 
those who love the Lord Jesus Christ. They have a 
great work to do, both for themselves and others. Nor 
should the sinner delay to awake from his slumbers, 
and lay hold on eternal life. Grace be with all who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ.   
     The conclusion to which the foregoing article brings 
us, is, that the time for the sounding of the 7th and last 
trump is nigh, even at the door. That trump is a Wo! on 
the inhabiters of the earth; NOT a greater manifestation 
of God's grace than ever the world saw, even the con-
version of the whole world. Reader, think again; can 
the third WO be the conversion of the world? Must it 
not rather be the destruction of those that destroy the 
earth? But when will that time come? Do the Scriptures 
reveal the time? They do. Let it be understood, the 
question is not now whether we or any one else under-

stand the time, but is the time revealed?   
     Let us hear Daniel (xii. 1--3) on this point.  
     1. He predicts the reign of Michael, the great prince 
of Israel; a great time of trouble; the deliverance of all 
God's people; the resurrection of many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth; the glorification of the 
wise, and they that turn many to righteousness, forever 
and ever.  
     2. He heard (verse 6) the question asked, "How long 
shall it be to the end of all these wonders?"   
     3. He heard the, answer given, (verse 7,) under the 
most solemn oath. "It shall be for a time, times, and a 
half, and when he shall have accomplished to scatter 
the power of the holy people, all these things shall be 
finished.  
     The time is here most distinctly given by the Divine 
messenger. "How, then," it is asked, "did Christ say, 
'Of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels in heaven, but my Father only?' "I reply, on the 
same ground that he said to Daniel, on his saying "I 
heard, but I understood not," "Go thy way, Daniel, the 
words are closed up and sealed to the time of the end."  
     Can we now understand the time?   
     Until the time of the end should come, Daniel could 
not understand, nor could any one else do so; but at 
"the time of the end," the word was, "THE WISE 
SHALL UNDERSTAND." ALMIGHTY GOD has 
promised, and he will perform; and before Christ 
comes these things must and will be understood, or 
God's promise fail. But when Christ was on earth the 
time of the end had not come. It has now come, and the 
word is unsealed. Many are now running to and fro, 
and knowledge is increased on this subject. Measuring 
rods, were then put into Daniel's hand, by which the 
time was to be understood at "the time of the end." 
They are these: Dan. xii. 11, 12. And from the time the 
daily (paganism in Rome, which persecuted the 
church) shall be taken away, and the abomination 
which maketh desolate (Popery, which afterward per-
secuted the church) be set up, a thousand two hundred 
and ninety days.   
     The first papal war ever waged against the saints, 
was, according to Gibbon, 508 of our Lord. From that, 
1290 days or years would bring us to 1798, when, ac-
cording to Dr. A. Clarke, "the French Republican ar-
my, under general Berthier, entered Rome and entirely 
superseded the whole papal power."   
     "Blessed is he that waiteth and cometh to the 1335 
days" or years from the same point, viz. the first papal 
war. 508 added to 1335 years, brings us to A. D. 1843. 
"Go thou thy way till the end be; thou shalt rest and 
stand in thy lot at the end of the days." Then in 1843 
the 7th or lost and resurrection trump will come, and 
the wicked be destroyed.  

J. Litch 
September 7, 1842 JVHe, HST 179ð182  
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     THE Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all that mourn. - ISAIAH lxi.1,2.  
     THIS text is a prophecy of Isaiah, delivered by the 
prophet about seven hundred years before Christ was 
born, whom he personates in this remarkable manner; 
and was the first text used by our dear Savior when he 
began his public ministry in Nazareth, where he was 
brought up. He then read a part of our text, closed the 
book, and sat down. All the eyes of them which were 
in the synagogue were fastened on him; and he began 
to say unto them, "This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears:" Luke iv.18-21. He did not say it was ful-
filled in their sight, but in their hearing; neither did he 
quote the last part of our text, "and the day of venge-
ance [4] of our God, to comfort all that mourn." Some 
have taken advantage of this circumstance, and argued, 
that, because Christ did not quote the last part of the 
text, therefore the day of vengeance is or was past, and 
no day of vengeance to come. We see, by this very 
argument, how wicked men will pervert the word of 
God, to shield themselves from the just and righteous 
vengeance of God. If they were not guilty, and did not 
fear this day of retribution, they would not make Isaiah 
a false prophet, in order to avoid the consequence 
which they otherwise must, and do, admit by the argu-
ment would of necessity follow. Although Christ, at 
this time, did not see fit to speak of the day of venge-
ance, yet, in our text, Isaiah says he would proclaim it; 
and I think, I shall be able to show he did proclaim a 
day of vengeance in his public ministry. And the reader 
would do well to take notice, that by the same mode of 
reasoning, "to comfort all that mourn" was left out, and 
passed, and therefore Christ will not afterwards com-
fort them that mourn. Who will believe this? Yet one is 
as sound and valid an argument as the other. Therefore, 
when men are driven to such weak and silly [5] argu-
ments, we may well suspect their foundation to be un-
sound and sandy.   

I shall therefore show, -  
     I. What is meant by our text.  
     II. What we may understand by "year of release and  
          day of vengeance."  
    III. When this day will come.  
     I. Explain the text. "The Spirit of the LORD GOD is 
upon me." This part was literally fulfilled when Jesus 
was baptized of John in Jordan; the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon him like a dove, and the voice from 

heaven pronounced him the true Messiah, which was 
earnestly looked for by all true worshippers about this 
time.    
      "Because the LORD hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek." This too was accom-
plished at the first advent of Jesus Christ, when he was 
anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power. Acts 
x.38: "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; 
for God was with him." Also, Christ did preach good 
tidings unto the meek in his sermon on the mount. 
Matt.v.5: "Blessed are the meek, for they [6] shall inherit 
the earth." This cannot be fulfilled until Christ's second 
coming, and at the resurrection of the just, - Psalm 
lxxvi.9: "When God arose to judgment, to save all the 
meek of the earth;" - that is, in its complete sense. But 
Christ did preach what the prophet Isaiah said he 
would, "good tidings to the meek," and will accomplish 
his promise at his second advent, and give possession 
of the earth to the saints.   
     "He hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted." 
This part of our text was to be done; not preached, but 
performed. This is the effect of the gospel, to bind up 
the heart of the poor penitent. He could say, son, or 
daughter, "thy sins are forgiven thee; go, and sin no 
more." For the Son of man had power to forgive sin. 
Matt.ix.6.   
     "To proclaim liberty to the captives." This he was to 
proclaim or promise; not to do them, at his first com-
ing, but to preach, as Paul has explained it, in 
Rom.viii.21-23: "Because the creature itself also shall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know 
that the whole creation groaneth, and travaileth in pain 
together until now; and [7] not only they, but ourselves 
also, which have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adop-
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body:" which shows 
plainly that we are under bondage, until the redemption 
of the body, the resurrection of the just, when all cap-
tives will go free, and will be delivered into the glori-
ous liberty of the children of God.   
      "And the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound." The accomplishment of this promise can only 
be fulfilled in the resurrection of the just, when the 
graves will be opened, and all the bodies of the saints 
who have slept will come forth. See 1Cor.xv.54,55: 
"So when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy 
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sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" Then will death 
have no dominion over them, and the bonds of the pris-
oners will be loosed.    
      "To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and 
the day of vengeance of our GOD." The acceptable 
year of the Lord is evidently [8] the same time as we 
have before mentioned, when God will deliver all his 
captives and release him that is bound in death. It is 
very evident that the year of release is alluded to by the 
prophet, which was appointed of God as a type of the 
final release of the children of God from the corruption 
and bondage of death.   
     "And the day of vengeance of our GOD." This is the 
day when God will raise and glorify his saints, - see 
Isa.lxi,3: "To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to 
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heavi-
ness; that they might be called Trees of righteousness, 
The planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified," 
- and when he will take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is fairly proved by Isa.xxxiv.8,9: "For it is 
the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recom-
penses for the controversy of Zion. And the streams 
thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof 
into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burn-
ing pitch." And this text proves that it is the great burn-
ing day, when [9] the wicked shall be stubble. It is also 
the year of recompenses for Zion. Again; Isa.lxiii.3,4: 
"I have trodden the wine-press alone; and of the people 
there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine 
anger, and trample them in my fury, and their blood 
shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain 
all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in my 
heart, and the year of my redeemed is come." In this 
passage we are taught the destruction of the wicked, 
and the year of redemption of his people, as being both 
at one time. See Zeph.iii.8,9; Mal.iii.17; and iv.1-3. 
Also we have Christ's own words. Matt.iii.12: "Whose 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his 
floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." Matt.xiii.40
-43: "As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in 
the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son 
of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather 
out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of 
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in [10] the king-
dom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him 
hear." In these passages Christ shows clearly that when 
he gathers his saints he will burn up the wicked. See 
the 49th and 50th verses. Also, Paul talks of the same 
day, 1Thess.iv.14, to the third verse of the fifth chapter, 
as follows: "For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which 
are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore, comfort one another with these words. But 
of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need 
that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly, 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they shall say, peace and safety; then 
sudden destruction [11] cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape." 
This passage plainly shows the destruction of those 
who cry peace and safety, when he raises the dead in 
Christ. Again, 2Thess.i.7-10: "And to you, who are 
troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flam-
ing fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power; when he shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 
(because our testimony among you was believed) in 
that day." In this epistle, Paul shows how the wicked 
are to be destroyed "in flaming fire," and "when he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints." Peter agrees 
with the others, in 2Pet.iii.11-13: "Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dis-
solved, and the elements [12] shall melt with fervent 
heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." What can be proved more clearly, than 
I have proved by these passages, that "the year of re-
lease and the day of vengeance" are at one and the 
same time; and the destruction of the wicked by fire, 
and the resurrection and glorification of the saints, at 
the time of Christ's coming?   
     "To comfort all that mourn." Christ taught the same 
doctrine in Matt.v.4: "Blessed are they that mourn, for 
they shall be comforted." These promises in this chap-
ter are common to all the saints, and can only be ful-
filled when they are raised up, and live in his sight. 
Then he will wipe tears from off all faces. Isa.xxv.8: 
"He will swallow up death in victory, and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces, and the 
rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the 
earth; for the Lord hath spoken it." Rev.vii.15-17: 
"Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve 
him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more; [13] neither shall the 
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is 
in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." Rev.xxi.3,4: 
"And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Be-
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hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away." He will then comfort all that 
mourn; not one mourning saint will be left comfortless. 
John xiv.18: "I will not leave you comfortless: I will 
come to you." Thus we are taught when these blessings 
which Christ was to proclaim will be fulfilled, - in the 
year of release and day of vengeance.   
     II. I will now show what is meant by the acceptable 
year. 1st. It is the year when captives go free, and those 
bound in prison are loosed. The prophet evidently al-
ludes to the sabbatical [14] year among the Jews, which 
was a type of this year spoken of in our text. Isaiah 
alludes to this time, in chap.xlix.8-13. We have an ac-
count of this typical year, first, in Exodus xxi.2: "If 
thou buy a Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: 
and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing." 
Next place, Exodus xxiii.10,11: "And six years thou 
shalt sow thy land, and shalt gather in the fruits there-
of: but the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie still; 
that the poor of thy people may eat: and what they 
leave, the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner 
thou shalt deal with thy vineyard, and with thy 
oliveyard." Levit.xxv.3,4: same as above. Deut.xv.1,2: 
"At the end of every seven years thou shalt make a 
release. And this is the manner of the release: every 
creditor that lendeth aught unto his neighbor, shall re-
lease it; he shall not exact it of his neighbor, or of his 
brother; because it is called the Lord's release." Jeremi-
ah xxxiv.14: "At the end of seven years, let ye go every 
man his brother a Hebrew, which hath been sold unto 
thee; and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt 
let him go free from thee: but your [15] fathers heark-
ened not unto me, neither inclined their ear." In these 
texts we are taught, that at the end of every seven years 
the Jews were commanded to let their Hebrew servants 
go free, and to release all their debtors from their debts. 
This is called a sabbath, or year of release, and was one 
of the Jewish sabbaths, which was typical, or a shadow 
of good things to come, as we are informed by Paul to 
the Colossians, ii.16,17: "Let no man therefore judge 
you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a holy-day, or 
of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: which are a 
shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ." If 
then this is a type of time, as well as manner, - and we 
are expressly told that the Hebrew servants were to be 
let go free, at the end of every seven years, - so may we 
not reasonably suppose, that Jesus Christ will deliver 
his children from their bondage, at the end of seven 
prophetic years? Surely a shadow must have its sub-
stance, and the type must agree with its antitype. How 
can a believer in the word of God deny the promises 
here laid down? Will not the antitype be as sure as the 
type? The first was given to man as a pledge of the 
future, shadowing [16] forth good things to come, and 
depended on the obedience of man for its accomplish-

ment. The second is the promise of God, depending not 
on any contingencies, but is wholly disposed of by the 
wisdom and power of God. Therefore, I cannot see 
why I may not have strong faith in this promise, as well 
as in all others, which God in his good pleasure has 
seen fit to reveal unto us through shadows and types.  
     If this, then, is a correct view of the subject, and 
time is prefigured, when would the seven years of the 
antitype begin? I answer, it must begin with the servi-
tude and bondage of the visible people of God; for at 
the end of seven years they must go free, or there 
would be no force in the type, and of course no fulfil-
ment in the antitype. Seven prophetic years would be 
seven times 360, equal to 2520 years. This bondage 
must begin with the kingdom of Babylon, the first 
kingdom of Daniel's four monarchies, which kingdoms 
were to make war with the saints, and prevail against 
them, until the Ancient of Days came; and these were 
to scatter the people of God into all the kingdoms of 
the earth, and have dominion over them, and [17] exer-
cise authority upon them. Mark x.42: "But Jesus called 
them to him, and saith unto them, ye know that they 
which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles, exercise 
lordship over them; and their great ones exercise au-
thority upon them." This was prophesied of by Moses 
and all the prophets down to John. Acts iii.20-24: "And 
he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached 
unto you: whom the heaven must receive, until the 
times of restitution of all things, which God hath spo-
ken by the mouth of all his holy prophets, since the 
world began. For Moses truly said unto the fathers, a 
Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you, of 
your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all 
things, whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall 
come to pass, that every soul which will not hear that 
Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. 
Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel, and those that 
follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise 
foretold of these days." And the restitution of all things 
must be at the year of release, when God will send his 
Son Jesus Christ to restore the earth and all who will 
then dwell therein, to a state [18] of purity and blessed-
ness, and bring them into the inheritance of the saints, 
and shall deliver them from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. These sev-
en years of servitude must include these four king-
doms, Babylon or Nebuchadnezzar's, which was the 
head of gold; Media and Persia, Grecia and Rome, 
which constituted the whole man of sin, from his head 
to his toes.  
     When, then, may we not ask, did the bondage of the 
children of God begin? I answer, when literal Babylon 
began to exercise authority over them. In the twenty-
second year of Manasseh's reign, in the year before 
Christ 677, the last of the ten tribes were carried away, 
and Israel ceased to be a nation, according to the 
prophecy of Isaiah, vii.8: "For the head of Syria is Da-
mascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin: and within 
three-score and five years shall Ephraim be broken, 
that it be not a people." Isaiah prophesied this in the 
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year 742 before Christ, which prophecy was literally 
fulfilled in sixty-five years afterwards, in the year B. C. 
677. Then, too, Manasseh king of Judah was carried a 
captive into Babylon, and the threatenings [19] of God 
began upon his people. 2Kings xxi.10-14: "And the 
Lord spake by his servants the prophets, saying, be-
cause Manasseh, king of Judah, hath done these abomi-
nations, and hath done wickedly above all that the 
Amorites did, which were before him, and hath made 
Judah also to sin with his idols: therefore, thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, Behold, I am bringing such evil 
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of 
it, both his ears shall tingle. And I will stretch over 
Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the 
house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man 
wipeth a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down. 
And I will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance, and 
deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and they 
shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies." 
Also, xxiv.3,4: "Surely at the commandment of the 
Lord came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his 
sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he 
did; and also for the innocent blood that he shed, (for 
he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood,) which the 
Lord would not pardon." And although Josiah, who 
was king of Judah after Manasseh, did many good [20]  

acts, yet the Lord turned not from the fierceness of his 
wrath against Judah. 2Kings xxiii.26,27: 
"Notwithstanding, the Lord turned not from the fierce-
ness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kin-
dled against Judah, because of all the provocations that 
Manasseh had provoked him withal. And the Lord said, 
I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have re-
moved Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem 
which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, 
My name shall be there." The decree against Judah, 
was the same as against Israel. They must be scattered 
among all nations. It could not be revoked, notwith-
standing their repentance and partial reformation. Jere-
miah xv.4, - "And I will cause them to be removed into 
all kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh, the 
son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, for that which he did 
in Jerusalem," - tells us of the same thing, that Judah as 
well as Israel must be made captives. Israel began to be 
carried away in the days of Hoshea, 722 B. C., and 
from that time to 1798 after Christ, is exactly 2520 
years, or the seven prophetic years. How remarkable, 
that when the seven years ended, God began to deliver 
[21] his church from her bondage, which for ages had 
been made subject to the kings of the earth. In 1798 the 
church came out of the wilderness, and began to be 
delivered from her captivity. But the completion of her 
slavery to the kingdoms of the earth, is reserved for 
another period. Beginning B. C., 677 years, seven pro-
phetic years, or 2520 common years, would end in A. 
D. 1843. Therefore, beginning at the captivity of Ma-
nasseh and the final dispersion of the ten tribes of Isra-
el, where God has fixed the time for the dispersion of 
the people of God and the scattering of the holy people, 
until the year 1843, will be the end of the seven years, 

when the acceptable year of the LORD will commence; 
and, in my humble opinion, the children of God will be 
delivered from all the evils enumerated by Moses in 
Leviticus xxvi., and Jeremiah xv.; from war or the 
sword, from pestilence and famine, from captivity and 
spoil, from death and corruption; and all will be com-
forted, and all tears be wiped from off all faces; sighs 
and sorrows shall cease forever, and there shall be no 
more curse, for the throne of the Lamb shall be there, 
and he shall dwell with them, and be [22] their God, and 
they shall be his people. This will take place in the 
acceptable year of the Lord, the antitypical year of re-
lease.  
     III. This day is typified by the seventh-day sabbath. 
Let us first notice how the seventh-day sabbath was 
instituted. "In six days God made the heavens and the 
earth, and rested from his labors on the seventh day." 
He, therefore, hallowed the day and blessed it, and 
gave it to his people and the world as a sign, token or 
type, that the world, although filled with sin, and curs-
ed by man's transgression, yet the world, and the peo-
ple who are counted worthy to obtain the same inher-
itance or rest, should in six days be made new, by the 
great Mediator who is to make all things new. And 
when the world and the inhabitants therein are purified 
by the immersion of fire, then would this typical sab-
bath end, and the last typified sabbath commence.  
     This is certainly evident from Paul's reasoning in 
the fourth chapter of Hebrews: as also from his expres-
sion in Col.ii.16,17. That the sabbath typifies time as 
well as rest, is as plain to me as that light follows the 
rays of the sun, or shadows discover the form of  [23] the 
substance. If, then, the seventh day was a rest in the 
first creation, so must the seventh day in the new crea-
tion be a day of rest to the people who are created in 
Christ Jesus to inherit the new heavens and new earth. 
Then, if by any means we can find out how long a day 
is in the sight of the Lord, and can tell how long the 
world has stood since the fall of man, we can tell as 
well when the great sabbath will commence, and as 
easily, as we can tell when our common sabbath will 
commence, after six days labor and toil. For the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now, waiting for the redemption of the day of rest 
which remains for the people of God. And now let us 
see if there is any clue by which we can discover these 
two points.  
      1. What length of time with us, is a day with the 
Lord? The first evidence I shall bring is in Ps.xc.4: 
"For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday 
when it is past, and as a watch in the night." Let the 
reader read the whole Psalm, and he will discover that 
the inspired penman has a prophetic view of the power 
of death, and destruction of the present race of men on 
the earth, [24] their afflictions and sorrows, under the 
wrath of God against sin. He then shows the return of 
God to our earth, the establishment of his mercy upon 
the same forever, and that his work and glory should 
appear unto his servants. It would be natural for those 
who felt an interest in this work, to inquire how long 
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before this work of mercy would be completed. In or-
der to answer all reasonable inquiries, he shows us that 
a thousand years, in the sight of God, is but as yester-
day, or one day with us. Then, by reasoning from anal-
ogy, the saint of God might come to a just conclusion, 
that as in six days God made the heavens and earth, so 
in six thousand years he will create, by Jesus Christ, 
the new heavens and new earth. Again, in 2Peter 
iii.8,9: "But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, 
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack con-
cerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but 
is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance." 
In this text we are plainly told not to be ignorant of this 
one thing, that one day with the Lord is as a [25]  thou-
sand years with us; and gives us the reason, that he 
may be long-suffering to usward, that we may come to 
repentance. He will give us six thousand years to re-
pent in, and then will come the day of the Lord, when 
we shall live in his sight; or as John expresses it, 
Rev.xx.6: "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years." These texts 
to me are sufficient testimony, that a day, in the work 
of the new creation, is a thousand years. And now, if 
we can show what age we live in since the work of 
redemption began, we may come to a satisfactory re-
sult when that work will be finished.  
     It is said by our chronological writers, that the 
world was 4004 years old at our era for the birth of 
Christ. But I think they are not right, into more than 
150 years; and I think I can prove by the Bible they are 
not. In the one article of chronology, for the time of the 
judges' rule, from Joshua to Samuel, or to the death of 
Eli, our chronologers have given but about 295 years, 
when the Bible, in the history of the judges, gives us 
448 years; Paul, in [26]  Acts xiii.20, gives us about the 
space of 450; and Josephus, the Jewish historian, gives 
us for judges 451 years. Now, I ask, in all human prob-
ability, who is right - our late writers, who only give 
295 years, or the history of the judges, which gives us 
448 years, corroborated by Paul and Josephus's testi-
mony? Surely all must agree, that the weight of testi-
mony is in favor of that chronology which makes the 
year of Christ's birth, according to our computation, 
4157 years after the creation or fall of man. Then, by 
adding 1843, we have our 6000 years up to the com-
mencing of the day of rest, or the beginning of the sev-
en thousandth year, or the great sabbath, of which our 
seventh day is but a shadow. What strong evidence is 
this, that we are now living at the end of the 6000 
years, in which the work of redemption must be com-
pleted, and the glory of God be revealed in the face of 
Jesus Christ at his appearing and his kingdom! Let me 
notice one other circumstance: from the foundation of 
the world to the confusion of tongues, under Patriar-
chal government, was 2000 years, or two days; from 
the confusion of tongues, to the time the Roman king-

dom became mistress of the world, [27] through the reign 
of the Babylonian empire, 2000 years more; and from 
the rise of the Roman empire to the commencement of 
Christ's universal kingdom under the whole heaven, 
will be 2000 years more, in the year 1843.  
     IV. This year of release, and deliverance of the 
saints from all bondage, death not excepted, is typified 
in one way more, by the Jubilee, or fiftieth year. It is 
well known that the Jews were commanded to keep 
every fiftieth year as a year of redemption from all 
bondage, debts or dues; persons, lands and tenements 
were redeemed and restored to the former owners. This 
is typical of the redemption of the people of God from 
all captivity, bondage or death, into the glorious liberty 
of the sons of God; Rom.viii.21; and is also typical of 
the times of the restitution of all things. Acts iii.21: 
"Whom the heaven must receive, until the times of 
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets, since the world began." 
And these jubilees did measure time with as exact 
measurement as the hand on the clock points to the 
time of day.  
In order to realize the force of this type, we [28] must 
notice that as seven days constitute a sabbath, so seven 
kinds of sabbath form a complete round of sabbaths, 
and carry us up to the perfect sabbath in heaven. 
"Seven sabbaths are complete."  
     1st. Is the seventh-day sabbath. Exod.xxxi.13-17. 
{1842 WiM, LTSGJ 28.1}  
     2nd. Is the fiftieth-day sabbath. Levit.xxiii.15,16. 
{1842 WiM, LTSGJ 28.2}  
     3rd. Is the seventh week sabbath. Deut.xvi.9,10. 
{1842 WiM, LTSGJ 28.3}  
     4th. Is the seventh month sabbath. Levit.xxiii.24,25. 
{1842 WiM, LTSGJ 28.4}  
     5th. Is the seventh year sabbath. Levit.xxv.3-5. 
{1842 WiM, LTSGJ 28.5}  
     6th. Is the year fiftieth, or jubilee. Levit.xxv.8-13. 
{1842 WiM, LTSGJ 28.6}  
     7th. Is the fiftieth jubilee, and may be called the 
antitype of all other sabbaths. This will take no less 
than forty-nine times fifty years, which is 2450 years, 
to bring us to the great Jubilee, of which all others are 
but the shadows or types. The next question which 
remains to be settled, is, to know when this time began.  
     It is made plain that we are to begin to reckon from 
the last jubilee kept in regular [29] succession, and the 
time the Jews were carried into their 70 years' captivity 
and could not keep their jubilees, for their captivity 
exceeded a jubilee, 20 years. This is the rule given, 
Levit.xxiii.15: "And ye shall count unto you from the 
morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought 
the sheaf of the wave-offering; seven sabbaths shall be 
complete." Also the prophecy of Moses, - 
Levit.xxvi.34,35: "Then shall the land enjoy her sab-
baths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your 
enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy 
her sabbaths. As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; 
because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt 
upon it," - shows us when the land will lie desolate and 
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enjoy her sabbaths, not be possessed or tilled by the 
people of God exclusively, until the final redemption 
of the purchased possession in the great Jubilee, when 
the true Israel of God will all be redeemed. Our Judaiz-
ing teachers will tell you that "the Jews did return to 
their land after seventy years captivity." I agree; but 
did they return as in their jubilees? By no means; they 
were yet slaves and bondmen, and remained so under 
the several succeeding [30] kingdoms of Persia, Grecia 
and Rome, until they were cut off from being the peo-
ple of God. Isaiah lxv.15: "And ye shall leave your 
name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord God 
shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name." 
Since which time all Christians have been strangers 
and pilgrims, as their fathers were in the land of prom-
ise; for now the promise is, "the meek shall inherit the 
earth." It is no more given to the Jew in the flesh; but 
children of faith, like our father Abraham, are counted 
for the seed, to whom the promises are now made. 
There remaineth, therefore, a redemption for the people 
of God, not to the Jew only, but to all the people of 
God who are scattered abroad, when the great trumpet 
shall be blown in the great Jubilee. Isa.xxvii.13: "And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet 
shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready 
to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the 
land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy 
mount at Jerusalem." Let the reader consult Isa.xviii.3-
7.  
     Then there is no jubilee until the great trumpet shall 
be blown, which will gather [31]  the elect people from 
the four winds of heaven, and deliver the captives, 
those who are bound in death, as well as those who are 
under the smarting scourge of the tyrants of the earth; 
and will give the possession of the earth to the saints, 
with Christ for their king, and he will possess the king-
dom forever, even forever and ever. The land which is 
given to the saints by promise, would not be inherited 
until the 2450 years of captivity should be completed, 
and this must harmonize with the year of release. Now, 
suppose we begin our time for the great Jubilee, at the 
time when the Jewish jubilees were broken and could 
not be kept in their regular order, when they went into 
their seventy years' captivity, in the year B. C. 607, 
before our vulgar era; (see chronology in the first chap-
ter of Daniel;) which 607 years taken from 2450 years, 
will leave 1843 after the birth of Christ. You may in-
quire, what will be done in the year 1843? I answer, -  

     1. The last trumpet must be blown, which ushers in 
the great Jubilee, which brings in the eternal redemp-
tion of the people of God, and secures to them the 
promised inheritance. It brings liberty to the captives 
and the opening of the [32] prison to them that are 
bound. It gives unto them who mourn in Zion, beauty 
for ashes, and the spirit of joy, for the spirit of heavi-
ness. It gives praise to him who hath planted us as trees 
of righteousness in his courts in the garden of God. It 
builds the waste places of Zion, and raises to life and 
animation the desolations that death has made in for-
mer generations. It makes all the then inhabitants of the 
earth kings and priests unto God and to Christ, and 
they will reign with him in the eternal kingdom. It re-
deems the saints from all sin; and takes away the curse 
from the earth. It wipes away all reproach from the 
saints, and all that see them will acknowledge them the 
seed the Lord hath blessed. All the tears of Zion's chil-
dren will be wiped from their eyes; and the kingdom, 
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
Most High.  
      2. You will naturally inquire, What will be the situ-
ation of the wicked? I answer, God will take vengeance 
on them in flaming fire; they will consume away in the 
smoke; they will be as stubble fully dry; he will burn 
them up, and leave neither father nor son. [33] He will 
dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel, and they will 
be carried away by the indignation of the Almighty, 
and thrust down to hell in the fierceness of his wrath. 
Their bodies will be ashes under the feet of the saints, 
and their spirits confined in the dark pit of wo. At the 
sight of his glory, they shall howl; and under the rod of 
his justice, they shall gnash their teeth with madness. 
Their torment shall be without mitigation, and their 
hopes be blown away like the dust. They will cry for 
vexation of spirit, and call aloud, but have none to 
hear. This will be the lot of those who obey not the 
gospel, and the inheritance of those who keep not his 
commandments.  
     3. Now let me inquire, reader, what will be your 

condition when God rises up to the prey; when he 

comes forth to save the meek of the earth? Have you 

less than two years to make your last choice, either for 

heaven or hell? And are you spending the last moments 

which mercy gives, in frivolity and sin? Awake, 

awake! Behold, he cometh! "go ye out to meet him."  



 

42 

Note:  The design of the above [to the right] chart and tables is to present at a glance the methods of computing the 
various prophetic periods, for a full explanation of which reference must be had to ñMillerôs Lectures," 
ñLife and Views" etc. 
     The chart at the head of the page gives a scale of time for 6000 years from creation, with the average length of 
the prophetic periods, the dates of their commencement, termination, &c. For proof of the age of the world being 
6000 years, see Miller's Life and Views, p. 36. 
     The seven times of Levit. xxvi. give us the 2520 years that the people of God are to be trodden down by their 
enemies till the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, and which began when Manasseh was taken captive and carried 
to Babylon, B. C. 677. The various periods that the Church have been subject to different powers, is shown under 
the head of Israel's Captivity. See Sec. Adv. Library, No. 14. 
     The 2300 days of Daniel viii. extend from the going forth of the decree of Artaxerxes Longimanus, B. C. 457, 
to the consummation of all things; and denote the length of the -vision in that chapter. These days are proved to be 
years, by the fulfilment of the 70 weeks in 490 years, A. D. 33ðin just as many years as there are days in 70 
weeks. And the 490 years terminating in 33, the 2300 must terminate in 1843, or 1810 years from the end of the 
490. See Miller's Lectures, p. 39. 
     The 1290 and 1335 days of Daniel xii., began with the abolishing of Paganism in A. D- 508, when also the 
abomination of desolation was set up ; for in that year was the first ecclesiastical war, and Papacy was pushing as a 
horn, but did not gain the supremacy till Rome was conquered by Justinian, and the Arians were given into its 
hands, A. D. 538. 
     The 1290 days reached till the time of the end, when the king of the south (Egypt) pushed at Bonaparte, 1798 ; 
and the 1335 reach to the end itself, when Daniel and all the redeemed stand in their lot and shine as the firmament 
forever, even forever and ever. See Miller's Lectures, p. 100. The time, times and a half, began with the supremacy 
of Papacy, in A. D. 538, when the Pope first had power over the lives of Christians to put them to death for heresy, 
and terminated with the overthrow of the Pope when taken prisoner by Berthier, a general of Napoleon's, in 1798, 
at which time the inquisition was abolished, and since which the Papists have had no legal power over the lives of 
Christians ; or have not dared to execute it. See Sec. Adv. Library, No. 6, p. 45. 
     The Fifth and Sixth Trumpets are two of the three woe trumpets of Rev. ix. The Fifth Trumpet began to sound 
on the 27th of July, 1299, when the Turks made their first attack upon the Greek empire; and continued five pro-
phetic months, or 150 years, to 1449, when the Greek monarch made a voluntary surrender of his power into the 
hands of the Turks, but continued on the throne by permission till 1453, when Constantinople was besieged and 
taken. The Sixth Trumpet began to sound when Deacozes asked the consent of Amurath to reign, in 1449, and con-
tinued ñan hour, a day, a month, and a year," in prophetic time, or 391 years and 15 days from the end of the 150 
years, and terminated on the 11th of Aug. 1840, when the Sultan made a like voluntary surrender of his power into 
the hands of the four powers Europe ; and now reigns by their permission, the same as did the Greek monarch 
when this trumpet began to sound in 1449. See Sec. Adv. Library. No. 20, p. 151. 
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